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Introduction

Christmas is coming! We all
get excited every year think-
ing about the joy of Christ-
mas. Some people like to
think about giving gifts for
Christmas. Some people like
to bake cookies and cakes for
Christmas. Some people like
to see their friends and family
at Christmas.

Sometimes, we get impa-
tient because we just can't
wait! However, Advent is
full of good days and good
surprises too. Advent is like a
long treasure hunt that ends
with the best treasure of all:
the gift of Jesus on Christmas
Day.

What does the birth of Jesus
mean for us? God gave us the
greatest gift by sending his
Son to the world. Jesus comes
with the best gifts of all: for-
giveness, love, salvation, and
eternal life. He's one of a kind,
but he belongs to everyone.

During the days of Advent,
we can look and see what
treasures are already in our
homes! Where can we search
for them? We might find one
in a sister or brother helping
you with the dishes. We might
find one in the joy of singing
a hymn together at church.
We might find an unexpected
treasure by forgiving the dog
for chewing up our shoes!
There’s so much to discover in
Advent, we'll reach Christmas
Day before we know it.

This Advent, when you
check off each morning
towards Christmas, look for
what that particular day is
giving you. This season is a
map to Christmas, and if you
follow the clues, you'll find
the greatest treasure of all on
Christmas Day. Something
even more wonderful than
that new toy!



A'
ﬁ Treasure Tips:

Throughout the book, you'll find sugges-
tions for treasures you can make, too. Use
modeling dough or mix up a batch of this
play clay to make your own creche. We'll
also tell you how to make simple orna-
ments to hang on a Christmas tree.

To make play clay,
mix together %2 cup salt, 1 cup flour,
with about %2 cup water,
to make a smootbh, stiff clay.
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Open up the gates. —Isalah 26 2

Here’s the first clue out the way to
for your Advent Christmas. Talk
treasure hunt! over together:

When you set off what is the most
on a treasure hunt, important thing
you need to know for us to do to
which way to P ————1 getready for
travel. Can we ask for direc- Christmas?

ions? ’ i . .
tions? Who's the wisest per One wise person was a

son you know? A parent.or teacher in Israel. We read
family member? A favorite his book in the bible during

teacher or good friend? Sit Advent to learn the way to
down with someone and ask  tyavel to God's treasure at

them to help you figure Christmas.

... Solve the puzzle...

Find the missing words, then read the letters in the
box to learn the name of the wise teacher of Israel.

. In Advent we get ready to celebrate

. 2. Where did the wise person teach?

. At Christmas we celebrate the

of baby Jesus.
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Now that we are looking
for good direction, we can
look to the best guide of all:
God! On this treasure hunt,
the first treasure you'll find
is faith. God gives the gift of
faith to God’s People in bap-
tism. You might not always
feel that God is guiding you,
but our feelings don't mat-
ter. God promises to guide
the whole People of God for
all time.

That'’s why it's important
for the People of God to
come close to God and close

*

. The eyes of the blind will see. ~Isaiah 29:18

Al

to one another. The

way can be hard .=

even with God's %ﬁ?

help, so that'’s ’

when we reach

out to one another

to learn how to stay close to
God and God'’s People. That's
how we learn to put our faith
into action every day.

For example God wants
peace for God’s People. So
how do we act in ways to
make peace? Talk it over with
a friend or family member!

. Activity ...

See if you can put one peace-making idea next to each letter
below. We filled in one idea—ijust to help get you started!

P

I;vertj day find one way to help.

A
(
i
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This is the way, walk in it. —Isalah 30: 21

Ovur treasure hunt will take Jesus to us. Jesus is our guide
many twists and turns. We to salvation. Jesus told us
won't always know where to that he was a good shepherd
go. We won't always know that knows how to guide all
which way to turn. But God people in the ways that God
knows! That's why God sent wants.

. Activity ...

Here’s a lost sheep who wants to get
back to her shepherd. Can you help
her through this maze? She’ll be so
happy to find the rest of her flock!

Today’s
Treasure:
Sheep are

always included
in a creche
scene. Can you
use your play
clay to make
sheep for the
creche?
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. .A shoot shall sprout from the stump of ]esse
*  -Isaiah 11:1 i

Jesse was a very special man Jesus himself was from the
in the Bible—and in the trea- family of David and Jesse.
sure hunt for Jesus. Long ago,
before Jesus was born, Jesse
became the father of King Da-
vid. Through King David, God
guided God'’s People in new
ways of life and faith. Through
King David, many other great
heroes of the Bible were born.

Jesse’s family tree is so
special that we remember it
in Advent. Climb the Jesse
tree below and you will find
the treasure of Jesus at the
very top!

. Solve the puzzle...

Unscramble the letters to learn some of the names
of these heroes. Can you find a parent or teacher
to tell you the story of each of these heroes?

vDadi _D
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They will see the glory of the Lord. -Isaiah 35:2

In this season, we're look- baby, but he was always full
ing for treasure. The greatest of the glory of God. God is
treasure of all is Jesus, God'’s beyond anything or anyone
own child, who came among we can imagine! So God gave
us just to show us who God us the child Jesus to show us

is and what God wants. Jesus who God really is.
came to our world as a little

... Activity ...

Connect the
dots to find the
picture of God
that God gave

us in Jesus.

Today'’s
Treasure:
Scripture says
that Mary laid
baby Jesusina
manger or feed-
ing trough long
ago. Can you use
your play clay to
make a manger
for the créche?
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Give comfort to my people. -Isalah 40 1

2R g &l& g o
Today is St. Nicholas Day! St. Nicholas shows the spirit
St. Nicholas was a special of generous giving. In some
saint who shows us one of countries family hide small

the most important treasures
of Christmas. Legend tells us
that St. Nicholas loved the
poor and their children most
of all. This is what the Church
hears from God: we are to
prefer the poor, too. We are
to share generously and work
for a fair world for all people.
That’s one great treasure of remember just how generous
the Church! St. Nicholas was.

. Family Activity ...

What's a small gift you could give your family today?
Play a game together? Do a chore for a brother or
sister? Sing a song to your family? Write or draw your gift
idea in the wooden shoe below, then hide this book and
tell your family to go on a hunt for it!

Whoever discovers the book gets your gift!
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" They that hope in the Lord will renew
the;rr strength. -Isaiah 40:31

What an exciting treasure and the treasure of generous
hunt we've had already! giving. It feels good when we
We've found Jesus our Shep- find something that’s missing,
herd, the treasure of faith, the  or figure out the solution to a
treasure of a wise teacher, mystery. So let’s look again!

. Activity ...

In this picture to the right, are four hidden gifts. Below are
verses that describe each gift. Can you read the four verses?
Can you find the hidden items in the picture?

Can you find ...

...a shepherd with his crook?

I am the good shepherd.
—John 10:11

...a loaf of bread?

I am the bread of life.
—John 6:35

...a water pitcher?

Whoever drinks the water
I shall give will never thirst.

—John 4:14

...a light burning in a candlestick?

I am the light of the world.
—John 8:12

10
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avored one! The Lord is with you!” -Lu

Today is a special day for Elizabeth. Mary was chosen
Mary, the mother of Jesus. by God to be the mother of
The births of Mary, of John Jesus. Elizabeth was chosen by

the Baptist, and of Jesus were God to be the mother of John
all miracles, births chosen by the Baptist. Here is Mary tell-
God to bring treasures to God’s  ing Elizabeth her good news.
People. Elizabeth tells her that her
Mary’s good friend and cous-  own baby, John, is jumping for
in was an older woman named  joy—even before he is born!

. Activity ...

See the picture of Mary and Elizabeth below. Can you tell their
story by putting words in the cartoon bubbles below?

Today’s
Treasure:

Mother
Mary is so
important
to baby
Jesus. Can
you use your
play clay to
make Mother
Mary for the
creche?

12
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“I am the Lord teachmg you .

One great treasure from what right is! In times like
God is how God teaches us these, we look to Jesus to

to do what's right and not teach us and help us. With
do what'’s wrong. We like the help of our family, our
doing right because it keeps teachers, and our communi-
us closer to God, but some- ty, we will find these answers
times, we just don’t know more easily.

. Activity ...

Take a look at the pictures below. Can you circle which
picture shows the right way to live? Talk your choices over
with a friend or family member.
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Elijah w1ll indeed come
and restore all things. -Matthew 17:11

When we've learned the one important way that Jesus
right ways of God, we can shared the treasures of God
teach others too! Teaching is with us.

... Activity ...

Here are some of the teachings of Jesus
that God'’s People treasure the most. Can you un-
scramble the verses to find each one?

uYo are the glhti of the_rwlod.

fﬂm

—Matthew 5:14

.. In ym father’s sheuo there are
nmay dwelling sclape.

—-John 14:2

' rFo I was hungry, nda you

vgea me ofdo.
—Matthew 25:35
v
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‘“Behold, I am sendmg my messenger
& aheaq of fyou.” -Matthew 11: :

Jesus coming to the world sure—and then John taught
was the best treasure of all! the people, too.“Someone
This treasure was so great is coming!” John preached.
that God sent messengers Later John

to let everyone know who wondered:
was coming. Some of God'’s
messengers were holy really the
angels. Some were humans, one God
like John the Baptist. John had sent?
baptized people to get them
ready for God’s great trea-

was Jesus

i
John's students asked Jesus
that very question.

. Solve the puzzle ...

Below is the message Jesus sent to John. Can you
solve it? Ask a friend or family member to help! You'll
find clues in Matthew 11:4-5.

n T+L J+ [E

what U S
& h+9

Go tell
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 “Iwill dwell in your midst.” —Zechariah 2:14

Today is another day of love
for our Holy Mother Mary,
another beautiful treasure
from God! Today we learn
just how much one per-

son can change the world.
Mary changed the world by
agreeing to be the mother of
Jesus. Because of Mary, Jesus
came to live with us.

Juan, a simple manin

Mexico, had a vision of Mary.
He did just what she told him
to do. Because he did, his
whole country came to know:
God loves us, too. God comes
to live with us.

Every day we have the
chance to choose God’s way.
Every day we can show that
we trust God, walk with Jesus,
and love our Mother Mary.

... Activity ...

One tradition for this special day of Mary’s is singing
songs to her in the morning. Many people have made
songs from the words of the Bible for Mary. Can you
make up a way to sing these words, too?

Hail Mary ﬂ

Full of grace
The Lord is with youl
n Blessed are you J‘*
among women!
And blessed is the fruit of
your womb, Jesus.

(&g
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(Call upon the name of the Lord. —Zeph

e T e

Today we remember
another treasure: a woman
we know as Saint Lucia or
Saint Lucy. We do not know
much about her life, but we
do know what her name
means: light. Saint Lucy, like
every saint, loved the light of
God. She loved and followed
Jesus. She knew that Jesus
brought God’s light to the
whole world.

Names are treasures, too!
Ask your parents about your

name. Why did they choose
it? How about the other
names in your family?

The name “Jesus” means
Savior. God sends Jesus to
save all people. We also call
Jesus “Emmanuel,” which
means “God is with us.”The
title for Jesus is “Christ,’
which means “anointed one!”
God chose Jesus to love each
and every one of us. Other
names for Jesus are King,
Lord, and Son of God.

... Family Activity ...

Tonight at dinner, ask your family to light candles to
remember Saint Lucy. Then talk this over with your family.
What name for Jesus do you love best? Why?
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This is for me like the days of Noah. —Isaiah 54:9 -

Do you remember the Jesse
Tree we made? (See December
4.) We remembered heroes
from the Bible who lived be-
fore Jesus. Today let’s remem-

& Rl PR < 50
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ber another hero: Noah.

God asked Noah to save
animals and people from a flood
that was coming.

... Activity ...

The story of Noabh tells us that
Noah gathered animals “two
by two.” Can you match up the
animals in the picture on the
next page for Noah?

fisi
fox
bear
alligator
owl
shake
frog
flamingo
ladybug
dove

Today’s Treasure:

Before we suggested you use your
play clay to make sheep for the
créche. What other animals could
you make for the créeche?
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* “Are you the one who is to come,or should
~ we lpo}; for anqther?” —Lukg 119 _

Secret signs can point the
way to treasure! Some signs
aren’t so secret. When you
see a red sign with the word
STOP, you know drivers need
to stop their cars. When you
see a cross on a building, you
usually know you've found a
church.

For two thousand

years

Christians have
used many

symbols or
pictures to show &
who they are and what they
do. One early picture Chris-
tians used was of a shepherd
holding his sheep: that was a
sign of Jesus! Another sym-
bol or sign was a fish. The
Greek word for fish used five
letters. Each letter stood for
one word about Jesus: “Jesus
Christ, Son of God, Savior”

... Activity ...

Now let’s find signs in your own home and at church that
show that Christmas is coming! List them below.

Chrismas is coming ... at home:

creche

Chrismas is coming ... at church:

poinsebtia

20




A treasure hunt can take
you into dark and mysterious
places! Fortunately, a flash-
light or a lantern can help
you find your way.

Jesus said that John the
Baptist, a prophet and
teacher, was like a bright
lamp to show the way. John
the Baptist said that Jesus
was the one who would
bring the Holy Spirit to God's
People.

Each of us is called to be a
light in the world, too. We are
called to live the way God's
Holy Spirit wants us to live.
What are ways we can be a
light for others at home? At
school? In the world?

In New Mexico, people
remember the light of Jesus
by cutting designs into paper
bags that glow from lights
inside. These are called lumi-
narias and they light the way
to Church!

... Activity ...

See if you can rearrange
the luminarias to spell
out a verse from
today’s story. Look at
Isaiah 56:1 for help!

My
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' Listen to Israel, your father. -Genesis 49:2

Has your family helped you up? What'’s your dad’s favorite

out on this Advent treasure book or movie? Listening is
hunt? Now let’s look for trea- how we learn about people.
sure in your family! Did your Listening is how we learn
mom have any pets growing about God, too.

... Family Activity ...

Below is a family album. On one side, write or draw
about yourself. Now ask a family member to fill in
the other side. It's exciting to learn something new
about someone you know!

G

g you don'tkngy, oudon't know g,
e’{“\“ abo A\ OU{ )
A c)0((\ Uy ,bQ P 6\6«\\ ,DQ 3
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God gave Joseph an awe- do! But God sent a message
some adventure. God asked to Joseph in a dream. Joseph
Joseph to take care of God’s dreamed that an angel came
greatest treasures: baby to him and told him just
Jesus and Mother Mary. what God wanted him to do.

Joseph didn’t know what to

... Activity ...

Can you read the angel’s message below? Unscramble
the words to find what God told Joseph in his dream.
You can find help in Matthew 1:21.

She

w Today’s Treasure: Mother Mary and baby
Jesus need Father Joseph. Can you use your
play clay to make Joseph for the creche?

'SNS3 WIY SWeu 0} 31e NOA pue uos e 1ead ||IM 3YS :Aamsuy 23
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He was gesturmg to them
but tgmamed mute. —Luke 1:22

Yol

Zechariah, We love the treasure of
the husband words that we say or hear, but

\\\ of Elizabeth, God has other treasures, too.
was also given  Speaking out loud isn’t the
a treasure only way love speaks to us.
by God. At We can taste God’s love when
first he couldn’t we take communion.
believe that he We can feel God’s love when
would be a father! For a parent kisses us goodnight.
months, he could not speak We can hear God’s love when
until baby John was bornand ~ we sing together or when we
named. hear music at Mass.

. Activity ...

Look at the sign language below.
Can you use these signs to remember
the love of Jesus without speaking out loud?

24
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“Behold, I am the handinaid _
of the Lord” —Luke 1:38

e TR g PN e

Were getting closer to news: Mary will be the mother
the end of our adventure! of baby Jesus.

Long ago, Mary found out This is the first good news
she would have an amazing of the story of Jesus! Can you
adventure. God sent an angel make a newspaper headline
to tell Mother Mary amazing for this great good news?

L

. Activity ...

Can you find
a verse from
Luke 1 to add

to your news-
paper story
below?

Today’s Treasure: What makes you happy... kicking a
soccer ball, playing a flute or drawing with crayons? From
colorful paper cut out the shape of whatever makes you
happy. Put a loop of yarn through it. You can hang this on
the Christmas tree!
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" Sing joyfully, Israel. ~Zephaniah 3:14

The treasure of Christmas
comes closer every day.

How will we celebrate? One
favorite part of Christmas is
its beautiful music. Every year
we sing and hear carols old
and new! We sing them to
welcome Jesus to the world.
We sing them to praise God
for the wonderful gift of Je-
sus. We sing them to remem-

ber the night Jesus was born,
and to celebrate our joy
together.

... Activity ...

Want to find a carol just made for you?
Take the Christmas quiz below and start practicing!

c. Serious




. What's your favorite time during Christmas?

a
b
C

3
a
b
c

g
a
b
c

B
a
b
c

. Christmas Eve
. Christmas dinner
. Christmas morning

Do you prefer songs with:

. Easy words
. A story
. Grand choirs

Do you like songs that are:

. Pretty
. Fun
. Dramatic

Who do you want to hear singing?

. Yourself
. Your whole family
. A whole choir

If you answered mostly A, we think you'll like “Silent
Night!” A beautiful lullaby for the baby Jesus on a winter’s
night.

If you answered mostly B, we think you'll like “Deck the
Halls!” A loud, fun song to sing with your whole family.

If you answered mostly C, we think you'll like “O Come All
Ye Faithful!” A majestic song for church, proclaiming the
Lord has come!
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The Mlghty One has done .

g eat thmgs for me. —Luke 1:49
Ovur Christmas treasure going to be the mother of
comes closer every day. After ~ baby John.The two mothers
God sent the angel to tell prayed and sang together!
Mary that she would be the We know Mary was full of
mother of baby Jesus, Mary joy because she sang a song
went to visit her older cousin  about what God was doing
Elizabeth. Elizabeth was for everyone through her.

. Activity ...

Here are two lines from
Mary’s song below.
Can you make up two more
lines to go with it?
You can find her whole song
in Luke 1:46-55.

From now on all generations will call me blessed.
The Mighty One has done great things for me.

28
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' What, then, will this child be? —Luke 1:66

God's treasures are best
found in all the people of
the world. God makes the
world—and gives every
person a part in making the
world. That means you, too!
God wants to make good makes all things. Every time
things happen for the whole  you show love to someone,
world through youand every  you are like God, who loves

other human being. all people. Every time you
Every time you make some-  feel joy, you are like God, who
thing, you are like God, who gives joy to all.

. .. Puzzle Activity ...

Find letters in the bowl of alphabet soup to put in the
missing blanks below. Then read the message. It was said
to baby John when he was born, but it's a message
for each and every one of us, too!

Yow, _ hild, will __e ca___ _ed the p__op__et of the

_os__ H_gh, for _ou will g__ be__ore __he _ ord.

v
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_'Guide our feet into the path of peace. -Luke 1:19

= s LR

We’ve come to the end tion? When Jesus was born,
of our quest! Do you think many traveled to see him.
you've found all the treasures There was a special sign that
of Advent? How does it feel showed the way.

to arrive at your destina-

... Activity ...

Look at the dots below and follow the instructions.
When you're done, you'll have unlocked the final clue
to guide you to Christmas!

1. Draw a diagonal line from
the bottom left dot to the
very top center dot. g -

2. Draw a diagonal line from
the very top center dot
down to the bottom right
dot.

3. Draw a diagonal line from
the bottom right dot to the
far left top dot.

4. Draw a straight line from
the far left top to dot to the 5. Draw a diagonal line
far right top dot. from the far right top dot
to the bottom left dot.

Today’s Treasure: Stars make beautiful decorations. Use a
star-shaped cookie cutter to trace a star shape onto colorful
paper. Decorate the star & put a yarn loop through it to hang
on the Christmas tree.

30
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" Glory to God in the highest. -Luke 2:14

Merry Christmas! Today, Joseph, and to the shepherds
we celebrate the birth of to tell them about the com-
Jesus. We join the angels ing of Jesus. They say, “Do not
song when we sing, “Glory be afraid,” when they appear.
to God!” Angels are the holy They're a surprise when they
messengers of God. They show up, but they always
appeared to the Isaiah, the bring great news.

Advent prophet, to Mary, to

. Activity ...

Solve the code below to find the great message of the first
Christmas from a choir of angels. Then tell the good news of
that message to your whole family. Merry Christmas!

Key: '=n =5 oy ™2 U0 H=n
j=H ®=t ww=N J0=F O'=vy * =V F=s

' gﬂ* ﬁ '

Today’s Treasure: The time has come to add baby Jesus to
the créche! Can you use your play clay to make baby Jesus?

v
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