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Advent Expectation
Advent Reflections from Henri J.M. Nouwen 

It is Advent again. Time to attune ourselves to the deeper rhythms 
of the liturgical year as we focus on the coming of Christ into our 
daily lives. But amidst our hectic activities and holiday stresses, we 
can often be so distracted that we cannot focus on God’s presence 
within ourselves or those around us. This is where Fr. Henri J.M. Nou-
wen, one of the most down-to-earth spiritual writers of the twentieth 
century, can help us. In this collection of daily reflections and prayers 
he encourages us to recognize Christ’s coming into our lives so we 
will be better able to celebrate Jesus as our Emmanuel at Christmas.Advent

Expectation
HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

Through Advent with  Order Code 20-382 | 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59

Welcoming the Christ Child
Advent Reflections

by Pope Francis & Henri J.M. Nouwen
Spending this Advent with Pope Francis and Henri J.M. Nouwen is a 
good way to focus our attention on Jesus’ incarnate presence with 
us in history and his resurrected presence with us today. As Pope 

Francis reminds us, “Welcome Jesus, listen to him, speak with him, 
grow with him and in this way improve the world.” Each day during 
Advent, this booklet concentrates on the welcoming actions of lis-
tening, praying, growing in holiness and working to make our world 
a better place. Through our faithful daily attention to Jesus’ pres-
ence, we will prepare ourselves for the celebration of Christmas.

POPE FRANCIS & HENRI J.M. NOUWEN
ADVENT REFLECTIONS BY 

CHRIST
CHILD

Welcoming the

Order Code 24-331
 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages

1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59

NEW!

Nourishing Our Hope
Pope Francis, St. Mother Teresa,

Henri J.M. Nouwen & Thomas Merton
This booklet offers daily reflections for Advent, together with Scrip-
ture verse and a question for reflection to aid in the understanding of 
the two fundamental desires of the human person: hope for a better 
relationship with God and the hope for a better world. For this jour-
ney, Pope Francis, Thomas Merton, St. Mother 
Teresa and Henri J.M. Nouwen offer their in-
sights and experience to help us deepen our 
relationship with God to make a better world for 
all. Also available in Spanish.

Nourishing
Our Hope

Pope Francis • Thomas Merton
St. Mother Teresa • Henri Nouwen

Daily Advent
Reflections

Alimentemos
Nuestra Esperanza

Papa Francisco • Thomas Merton
La Madre Teresa  • Henri Nouwen

Reflexiones Diarias 
de Adviento 

Order Code 22-311 (English)
Order Code 22-319 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59

Special Pricing for Booklets is always available for larger quantities. Call for details.



Advent Hope and Promise
Daily Reflections on the 2022
Advent & Christmas Readings

This booklet offers daily reflections on the Advent and Christmas 
Mass readings by a variety of spiritual authors selected from our 
quarterly daily reflection booklet Words of Grace. Whether you at-
tend daily Mass or just want to connect more closely to the daily 
Scripture selections, these thoughtful meditations, prayer starters 
and "facts about the faith" can be used anytime when you want to 
take time to reflect and pray.

Hope & Promise
Advent

2022

p
p

Daily Reflections 
on the Advent Mass ReadingsOrder Code 24-337 | 4" x 6" | 32 pages

1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59

AllSaintsPress.com	 Advent Devotional Booklets
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NEW!

Special Pricing for Booklets is always available for larger quantities. Call for details.
Previews of all booklets available at AllSaintsPress.com

Now Is The Time
Advent Reflections
from Pope Francis 

To help us make the most of the 
Advent season, let us rely on 
the guidance of Pope Francis 
about how we might carry out 
some of the fundamental tasks 
of Advent: waiting, hoping, re-
joicing and praying. Now is the 
time to discover God’s presence 
for a renewed relationship with 
God and others. Each day, in 
this booklet, you will find a daily 
reflection, a biblical verse and a 
brief thought to start your daily 
personal prayer.

Order Code 20-381 (English)
Order Code 20-389 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each

500 + $.59

Preparing the Way 
of the Lord

Advent Reflections From

Pope Francis

NowIs

theTime
PREPAREMOS EL

CAMINO DEL SEÑOR

Reflexiones de Adviento del 

Papa Francisco

¡Ahora es el

Momento!

Jesus:
The Coming One

Advent Reflections
from Pope Francis 

Once again the Advent season 
invites us to spend extra time 
preparing for our celebration of 
Christ’s coming. In this booklet 
of reflections by Pope Francis 
and Fr. Henri J.M. Nouwen we 
not only remember Jesus’ com-
ing as a babe in Bethlehem and 
anticipate his coming in glory, 
but we concentrate on his com-
ing to us in our hearts and in 
our world.

Watch for the Lord
Pope Francis, Mother Teresa 

& Henri J.M. Nouwen 

Advent is a season of wonder, 
especially at God’s surprising 
gift of Jesus that we celebrate 
at Christmas. This booklet of 
daily reflections by Pope Fran-
cis, Mother Teresa and Fr. Henri 
J.M. Nouwen alerts us to the 
ways that God continues to be 
with us and helps us be more 
attuned to God’s surprising 
presence in our hearts and in 
our lives today.

THROUGH ADVENT WITH

POPE FRANCIS
& HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

The Coming One
JESUS

A TRAVÉS DEL ADVIENTO CON EL

PAPA FRANCISCO
& HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

El que Viene
JESÚS

Watch
Lordfor the

Advent Reflections from
POPE FRANCIS, MOTHER TERESA 

HENRI NOUWEN

Reflexiones del Adviento del 
PAPA FRANCISCO, LA MADRE TERESA 

Y HENRI NOUWEN

Esperen
Señoral

Order Code 18-351 (English)
Order Code 18-359 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each

500 + $.59

Order Code 16-321 (English)
Order Code 16-329 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $.89 each | 100-499, $.75 each

500 + $.59

Also available in Spanish. Also available in Spanish. Also available in Spanish.



Praying through Advent
with the Saints

ComeBe with Us!

Advent Devotional & Prayer Booklets		  800.923.8618
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Come Be With Us
Daily Prayers for Advent

In this booklet we have collected prayers from many saints who have respond-
ed to Christ’s presence in their lives. Each brief prayer also includes a helpful 
reference to a Bible verse that is related to the theme of the prayer. In this way 
you will gradually open your heart to welcome God who will gladly come to be 

with you throughout the day. Order Code 20-384

Order Code 24-335 | 4" x 6" | 16 pages

PRICE FOR BOOKLETS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each | 500 + $.44 each

Praising God’s Goodness!
Reflections on Mary’s Magnificat Prayer

Mary’s Magnificat prayer (Luke 1:47-56, from the first words, “my soul 
magnifies the Lord”) is a portrait of Mary’s soul that is entirely woven from 
threads of Scripture. This pocket-sized booklet offers brief reflections for 
each verse of Mary’s Magnificat to help you be more attuned to God’s pres-
ence in you and in your life.

Created
for Love

Praying through Advent with

St. Mother Teresa

Created for Love
Praying through Advent with St. Mother Teresa

This collection of prayers taken from the writings of St. Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta reminds us what Advent is all about. For each day during Advent there 
is a brief prayer and a suggested scripture passage to help you deepen your 
sense of God’s presence and give yourself more fully to God. Order Code 22-315

1

Reflections on
Mary’s Magnificat Prayer

Praising God’s 
Goodness!

NEW!

Saints for Advent
Becoming Christs for Others

After Jesus death, he commissioned us to carry on 
his work to transform the world. Today, we continue 
his work by imitating him and becoming “Christs for 
others”—embodying a Jesus-like life. This booklet 
contains brief biographies of the saints whose memorials we celebrate in this 
Advent season. The diversity of their examples remind us that there are many 
different ways to follow Jesus, and our Advent task is to become more like him. 
Order Code 14-386

Advent with Mary
Mary as our Model by Pope Francis

The Advent season is filled with many reminders of Mary. Pope Francis invites 
us to use Mary as our model for how to grow spiritually during this holy season. 
Using the feasts of Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of Guadalupe and Christ-
mas, Pope Francis shows us how Mary sustains our Advent journey toward 
Jesus' birth by teaching us how to live in expectation of the Lord at Christmas 
and in our own hearts. Order Code 10-347

REFLECTIONS ON MARY
AS OUR MODEL

BY  POPE FRANCIS

Advent
MaryWITH

Becoming CHRISTS for Others

Saints
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

for



Understanding 
Christmas

An Explanation of 
the Holy Season

U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
Christmas is written 
to help Catholics 
develop a fuller un-
derstanding of this 
pivotal Christian 
celebration. The 
booklet includes historical background, the ori-
gin of Christmas traditions and symbols, and an 
overview of the Christmas liturgical season. This 
enlightening resource is ideal for anyone inter-
ested in celebrating Christmas with deeper faith 
and meaning. Order Code 18-367

Understanding 
Advent

An Explanation of 
the Sacred Season

Understanding Ad-
vent is designed for 
anyone who may 
benefit from a fuller 
understanding of 
the meaning of Ad-
vent. Including his-

torical background on the season along with an 
overview of its symbols, prayers and rituals, this 
diverse resource will help Catholics understand 
the Church’s celebration of “God’s time” through 
the liturgical calendar and the special place of 
Advent in the Church Year. Order Code 18-365

Christmas
UNDERSTANDING

Jerry Welte
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Advent
UNDERSTANDING

Jerry Welte

National Eucharistic Revival
This year the U. S. Catholic Bishops invited all Catholics “to renew the Church by enkindling a living 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist.” In order to help your parishioners to 
participate more fully in this three year program, two resources from our 
"Understanding" Series booklets are particularly suitable for individual pa-
rishioners, households, RCIA candidates, catechism classes, parish study 
groups and staff wishing to participate more fully in the U.S. Bishops’ call 
for a National Eucharistic Revival.

Understanding God’s Real Presence
This newest addition to our Understanding…Series booklets considers 
God’s real presence as it is presented in Scripture, in the Church’s teach-
ing, and especially in Christ’s sacramental presence in the Eucharist. Along 
with its companion Understanding the Mass, it is a practical refresher for all 
parishioners, especially those wishing to participate more fully in the U.S. 
Bishops’ call for a National Eucharistic Revival.. Order Code 24-334

Understanding the Mass
This handy booklet is intended to help parishioners grow in their under-
standing and appreciation of our eucharistic ritual and thus to participate 
more “fully, consciously, and actively” as Vatican Council II instructed. It pro-
vides a brief overview and an explanation of each of the parts of the Mass. 
It is suitable for all parishioners, but especially helpful for those wishing 
to participate more fully in the U.S. Bishops’ call for a National Eucharistic 
Revival. Order Code 16-325

Steve Mueller

God’s Real
Presence

UNDERSTANDING

1

Understanding

Steve Mueller

Massthe

PRICE FOR BOOKLETS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each | 500 + $.44 each

NEW!



Advent 2022 Calendar
This colorful and convenient Advent Calendar 
suggests a brief verse from the daily Mass read-
ings and encouragement for applying it to your 
daily life. This calendar is ideal for parishioners 
and families to use in their homes and makes 
for a great insert into parish mailings.

Also Available in Spanish

Written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. 
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-261

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
The Lord Is Coming! 

Be more alert 
to God’s 

surprising 
presence in 
your life.

Matthew 24:42

Come and Cure Us, 
Jesus! 

Ask Jesus to 
heal us in mind 

and body.

Matthew 8:5-7

Change Our Hearts, 
Holy Spirit! 

Ask God’s Holy 
Spirit to

transform us. 

Isaiah 11:2-3

Call on God
and Be Saved! 

If we grow in 
trust, God will 
give us new life. 

Romans 10:9-13

God is My Light and 
Salvation

Open our eyes 
to God’s

presence around 
us today.

Psalm 27:1

God Will Answer Us

When we cry 
out to God, we 
know God will 
be there for us.

Isaiah 30:19-20 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Christ Saves

Everyone

Welcome
others today as 
Christ would 

welcome them.

Romans 15:7

God Will Come to 
Save Us

God wants to 
dwell with us and 
make us whole.

Psalm 85:9-10

The Good Shepherd 
Will Find Us

Though we feel 
lost, Jesus always 

finds us.

Matthew 18:12-14

Jesus Will Help Us

When we feel 
burdened, Jesus 
helps us carry 

our load.

Matthew 11:28-30

Say “Yes”
as Mary Did

Let God be
born now and 

live in us.

Luke 1:38

Lead Us to Yourself, 
O God

Let us follow 
more closely 
God’s ways 

today.
Isaiah 48:17

Give Us New Life

Let us turn
from our sinful 

ways and let 
God heal us.

Psalm 80:18-19

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Be Strong,
Fear Not! 

Look for ways 
to calm your-
self and others 

today.

Isaiah 35:4

Proclaim God’s
Greatness!

Let us tell
someone today 

what God 
means to us.

Luke 1:46-47

Bless the Lord, 
Always!

Let us express 
today how much 

we love God.

Psalm 34:2-3

Turn to God
and Be Safe 

Let us ask God 
to keep us from 

danger and 
harm.

Isaiah 45:22-23

God’s Love Will
Never Leave Us 

God has
promised to be 
with us always.

Isaiah 54:10

God’s Justice
Is At Hand

God comes to 
set our world 
right and end 

evil.

Isaiah 56:1-2

God Defends
the Poor 

Let us do
something today 
to help someone 

in need.

Psalm 72:3-4

18 19 20

God Is in Your Midst   

Spend extra 
silent time today 

with God in 
prayer. 

You Are My Hope,
O God!  

Jesus’ birth 
reminds us that 

God is really 
with us.

Put Away Your Sins

Let us repair 
relationships 
to prepare for 

Christmas.

Trust in God Forever 

God is our
constant
guardian,

keeping us from 
harm.

Isaiah 26:4

 St. Andrew

21

Watch, for God
Is Near

God now draws 
near to us in a 

special way.

Zephaniah 3:17 Psalm 71:5 Psalm 24:3-4 Psalm 33:20-21

November

Immaculate Conception

22 23

Let Us Give Thanks

God has done 
great things for 
us because God 

loves us.

Reveal Yourself,
O God!

God’s ways are 
made plain so 
we can have 

new life.

Luke 1:48-49 Psalm 25:8-10

December St. Francis Xavier

St. Ambrose St. Juan Diego

St. Lucy

St. Peter Canisius St. John of Kanty 24

Blessed Be
the Lord! 

God has come 
to set us free 

and be with us.

Luke 1:68-71

St. Nicholas

St. John of the Cross

Christmas

Jesus becomes like us so we may become like him.

25

Isaiah 9:6-7

2022

A Child Is Born for Us 

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Offer to play a game 
with a younger 
sibling. Let your sibling 
choose the game!

4th Sunday 
of Advent Gather your family or 

friends and watch a 
classic Christmas movie.

The child to be born 
will be holy; he will be 

the Son of God. 
                            Luke 1:35

Bless your family’s creche.

How can you be a good 
friend to someone today?

Gather your friends 
and collect gently used 
gloves to donate to a 

needy shelter.

Say a prayer for 
a missionary 

today.

Yet not one of them is 
forgotten in God’s sight.

 Luke 12:6

Share a 
treat with 
someone.

St. Nicholas was 
generous in helping 
             the poor and 
               reaching out to 
                 those in need,  
                    as Jesus did.  

DECEMBER
1st Sunday 
of Advent

            Help put lights 
              on the Christmas 
                 tree and 
                    remember 
                        that Jesus 
                          is the light 
                            of the 
                               world.

Don’t 
forget to 

feed 
the winter 

birds!

Today we 
remember 
Mary, the holy 
Mother of Jesus.

On this special day, take 
time to say the Hail Mary 
prayer before meals and at 
bedtime.

Say a prayer for 
someone when you 
go to bed tonight.

St. Francis Xavier 
was a missionary who 
preached and spread the 
Word of God in 
Africa, India, Japan
& the Philippines.

Is there a neighbor that 
could use some help with 

shoveling snow or carrying 
in the groceries?

Our Lady 
of Guadalupe

May you always be 
doing those good, kind 
things which show you 

are a child of God.
                      Phil 1:11

Make a Christmas card 
for someone in a 

retirement community 
or nursing home.

At bedtime, say
a prayer to God 

for the things you are 
grateful for.

Help do a chore around 
the house without being 
asked.

Make a Christmas 
card for your pastor to 
thank him for what he 
does for your parish.

Invite a friend or 
neighbor to celebrate 

Jesus’ birth with you and 
your family.

St. Andrew 
was one of 
the Twelve 
Apostles of 
Jesus Christ. 
He was also 
a disciple of 
Saint John the 

Collect a toy that you 
no longer play with and 

give it to a charity.

NOVEMBER

Light a candle after 
dinner and sing Silent 
Night with your family. 
End with 
a prayer 
for Jesus, 
Light of 
the World.

St. Lucy’s
day is a feast 
of light and 
reminds us 
that the coming  
            of the 
           Light of         
         the World   
         is very 
         close!

Today we 
reflect on 
Mary’s love 
for her Son 
Jesus and 
her heart for 
the poor and 
vulnerable.

Baptist before Jesus’ call.

The Lord himself will give 
you a sign; a young woman,    
          who is pregnant will 
            have a son and name 
             him Emmanuel. 

                         Isaiah 7:14

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone 
          who believes in him 
           might not perish 
            but might have            
              eternal life.       
                           John 3:16

Every good gift and every 
perfect present comes 
from heaven; it comes 
            down from God, the 
              Creator of the 
               heavenly lights.                                
                          James 1:17

And the Word became flesh  
and made his dwelling 
among us. And we saw his 
         glory, the glory as of  
           the Father’s only 
              Son, full of grace
                and truth.  
                                John 1:14

2nd Sunday 
of Advent

3rd Sunday 
of Advent

Immaculate 
Conception

2022Advent

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 27 28 29 30 1 2 3Advent is the  
season when we prepare 
to celebrate the birth of 

baby Jesus. 

How does your family 
prepare for the birth 

of Jesus?

My Calendar

Art by Anne Berry. © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com   24-262

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Order Code 24-262
8 ½" x 11" | Sold in multiples of 50 

50-200, $.17 each | 250-450, $.15 each
500 + $.13 each

Order Code 24-261(English)
Order Code 24-269 (Spanish)

8 ½" x 11" | Sold in multiples of 50
50-200, $.17 each | 250-450, $.15 each

500 + $.13 each

Advent 2022
Calendar for Children

Children can count down the days of Ad-
vent with this fun and interactive calendar. 
Children will find simple activities to con-
nect with family and friends. You’ll also 
find a wealth of scripture and child-friendly 
hints to look for the deeper meaning of our 
Christmas celebration. This year, make 
your day-by-day Advent journey one of cu-
riosity and joy!

2023

SEPTEMBER
 S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

JANUARY
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

NOVEMBER
 S M T W T F S
      1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30

23
30

JULY
 S M T W T F S
       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
   25 26 27 28 2924

31
23

30

DECEMBER
 S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
  25 26 27 28 29 3024

31

FEBRUARY
 S M T W T F S
      1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28

MARCH
 S M T W T F S
      1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31

APRIL
 S M T W T F S
       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
  24 25 26 27 28 29

MAY
 S M T W T F S
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31

JUNE
 S M T W T F S
     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30

AUGUST
 S M T W T F S
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
(Sunday, January 1)
The Epiphany of the Lord (Sunday, January 8)
Ash Wednesday (Wednesday, February 22)
St. Joseph (Monday, March 20)
The Annunciation (Saturday March 25)
Palm/Passion Sunday (Sunday, April 2)
Holy Thursday (Thursday, April 6)
Good Friday (Friday, April 7)
Holy Saturday (Saturday, April 8)
Easter Sunday (Sunday, April 9)
Sunday of Divine Mercy (Sunday, April 16)
Ascension (Thursday, May 18)
HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION
(Celebrated Sunday, May 21 in most dioceses)

Pentecost (Sunday, May 28)
Holy Trinity (Sunday, June 4)
Body and Blood of Christ (Sunday, June 11)
Sacred Heart of Jesus (Friday, June 16)
St. John the Baptist (Saturday, June 24)
Sts Peter and Paul (Thursday, June 29)
Transfiguration (Sunday, August 6)
Assumption of Mary (Tuesday, August 15)
HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION

All Saints (Wednesday, November 1)
HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION

Christ the King (Sunday, November 26)
First Sunday of Advent (Sunday, December 3)
The Immaculate Conception (Friday, Dec 8)
HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION

Christmas (Monday, December 25)
HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION

2023 CALENDAR

© Copyright 2023 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618  24-481

2023 Liturgical Calendar
Featuring a visual reminder of the holy 
days and principal movable feasts of 2023 
on the front with date listings on the back, 
this business card-sized liturgical calendar 
is a great handout for parish members this 
Advent. Printed on a sturdy double-coated 
stock, this calendar emphasizes those im-
portant days of the church year.

Order Code 24-481 | 2" x 3 ½"
Sold in multiples of 100

100, $.19 each | 200-900, $.15 each 
1000 + $.11 each
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NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Seasonal Calendars	 800.923.8618



The Advent Wreath
This handout explains the 
orgins, meaning and importance 
of the Advent Wreath. Includes 
a detailed family household 
ritual with prayer, scripture and 
reflection for use every evening 
when lighting the candles on the 
wreath. Order Code 18-128

The Advent Wreath was written by Steve Mueller.
© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  18-128

Praying around the Advent Wreath 
Using an Advent wreath helps your household re-
call that their lives are also like Advent––waiting and 
preparing for Christ to come to dwell in us. Each 
night as you light the appropriate candles and listen 
to God’s Word, invite all to share in the response to 
the day’s reading.

Invitation to Pray
Leader: Be still before the 

Lord; wait for God. (Ps 37:7)
All: I wait with longing for 
the Lord, my soul waits for 

his word (Ps 130:5)
Light the appropriate number

of candles for the week.

Scripture Reading
Each night read aloud one of the scripture readings 
from that day’s Mass. (Readings can be found online 
at the US Bishops website, www.usccb.org then click 
on Bible, Today’s Reading).

Reflection & Sharing
After some time for silent reflection, invite each 
household member to share her or his response to 
the reading:

• How did I recognize Jesus’ hidden
presence in my life today? 

• How do the words of this reading help
me prepare for his coming?

Closing Prayer
Turn to us, O hidden God, 

and show us your unending love. 
As we wait in hopeful expectation 

and prepare for your coming
to be with us now, 

fill us with the joy of your presence, 
change our lives and transform us 

into images of your Son Jesus, 
so that through us 

everyone we meet can 
come to know your unending love  

and be invited into your presence Amen.

The Advent Wreath
Many Christian households celebrate Advent 
with daily prayers around an Advent wreath. The 
Advent wreath is a circular garland of evergreen 
branches arranged with four candles (and often a 
fifth, called the Christ candle, in the center). The 
circular wreath reminds us that God has no begin-
ning and no end. 

The origin dates to pre-Christian Germany and 
Scandinavia where the people gathered to celebrate 
the return of the sun after the winter solstice. For us, 
lighting the Advent candles represents the promise 
of the coming of Jesus, the light of the world. 

The four candles are lit, one each week during Ad-
vent beginning on the first Sunday of Advent and 
an additional candle each week until Christmas. 
Three of the candles are purple or deep blue—royal 
colors to remind us that we are watching and pre-
paring for our Lord and king. The fourth candle is 
rose or pink, expressing the joy of the Third Sun-
day in Advent because Christ is drawing near. A 
white fifth candle in the center represents Christ 
and is lit on Christmas Eve.

O Antiphons
This card explains the “O An-
tiphons” — the 7 invitations to 
prayer recited prior to Christ-
mas. Based on Isaiah’s prophe-
cies, they offer an opportunity 
to meditate on the Advent mes-
sage that we celebrate in the 
birth of Jesus. Order Code 18-125

Christmas Tree
This card explores the history 
of the Christmas tree, lights 
and ornaments in the Christian 
tradition and how this applies to 
the seasons of our lives. Also in-
cludes a blessing prayer for use 
when decorating the Christmas 
tree at home. Order Code 18-126

 DECEMBER 19
“A shoot shall sprout from the stump of 

Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blos-
som.” (Isaiah 11:1)
O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s 
love for all his people: come to save us 

without delay!

 DECEMBER 20
“I will place the key of the house of David on 

his shoulder; what he opens, no one will 
shut, what he shuts, no one will open.” 
(Isaiah 22:22)
O Key of David, opening the gates of 

God’s eternal kingdom: come and free 
the prisoners of darkness!

 DECEMBER 21
“The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; upon those who dwelt 
in the land of gloom a light has shown.” 
(Isaiah 9:1)

O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eter-
nal light, sun of justice: come and 

shine on those who dwell in darkness and 
in the shadow of death.

 DECEMBER 22
“For a child is born to us, a son is given 

to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.” 
(Isaiah 9:5)

O King of all nations and keystone 
of the Church: come and save us, 

whom you formed from the dust!

 DECEMBER 23
“The Lord himself will give you a sign; the 

young woman, pregnant and about to 
bear a son, shall name him Emmanuel.” 
(Isaiah 7:14)

O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of 
Law: come to save us, Lord our God! 

Praying the O Antiphons was written by Steve Mueller.
© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press
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The “O Antiphons” are the seven special invita-
tions to prayer recited during the Octave before 
Christmas (Dec 17–24) in the Divine Office and 
as the Alleluia verses at Mass. Their exact origin 
is not known but they were sung in Benedictine 
monasteries perhaps as early as the 6th century and 
in Rome since the 8th century. The final one is 
the basis of the oldest Advent hymn, “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel,” put to music in 15th century 
France. They are based on Isaiah’s prophecies of the 
coming Messiah. These titles, which summarize Je-
sus’ identity and the traits of his messianic role, are 
based on verses from the prophet Isaiah and offer 
a unique opportunity to meditate on the Advent 
message of hope and salvation that we celebrate in 
the birth of Jesus Christ.

Praying
the O Antiphons

 DECEMBER 17
“The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: a 

spirit of wisdom and of understanding.” 
(Isaiah 11:2)
O Wisdom of our God Most High, 
guiding creation with power and 

love: come to teach us the path of 
knowledge!

 DECEMBER 18
“The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law-

giver, the Lord is our king, he it is who 
will save us.” (Isaiah 33:22)
O Leader of the House of Israel, giver 
of the Law to Moses on Sinai: come 

to rescue us with your mighty power!

Our Household Christmas Tree
To reinforce the sacred character of our household 
Christmas tree, putting it up and taking it down 
should become a yearly cherished ritual rather 

than just a task to check off our holiday “to-
do list.” We should savor the fragrance of live 

trees and lovingly shape the artificial ones. 
We should ponder and share the memo-

ries connected with our favorite orna-
ments and gaze peacefully at the lights 
of this “tree of life” on quiet Decem-
ber nights.

 
Blessing Our Christmas Tree

In the home the Christmas tree may be blessed by 
a parent or another family member in connection 
with the decoration of the tree. The lights of the 
tree are illuminated after the prayer of blessing.

O God, let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree.

May the light and cheer it gives
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.

May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge
and joy of salvation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

O  God, we praise you for the light of creation:
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.

We praise you for the light of Israel:
the Law, the prophets,

and the wisdom of the Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:

he is Emmanuel, God-with-us,
the Prince of Peace,

who fills us with the wonder
of your love.

The Blessings of the Christmas Tree was written and edited by Steve Mueller.
© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press
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Christmas Tree Origins
Though Christmas trees play no part in 
scripture and have only in the last few 
hundred years become a Christian 
Christmas tradition, the evergreen re-
minds us that God’s love is constant 
or “ever green” through all the sea-
sons of our lives. The lights on our 
trees both welcome and reflect 
the one who comes as Light 
of the World. Treetop stars 
recall the guiding light of 
the star of Bethlehem. 
Our tree ornaments—
precious symbols of 
fond memories and 
relationships—
wordlessly chron-
icle our own fam-
ily histories.

It is fitting, 
then, that our 
homes are adorned 
with beautiful trees 
during the holidays, for they 
are sacred signs of God’s life-
giving presence among us. Indeed, the Christmas 
tree encapsulates the central truths of our salva-
tion like few other symbols. We see in it the Tree 
of Life, first offered to Adam and Eve; the Branch 
of Jesse, promising the Messiah; the tree from 
which Jesus’ cross was shaped, pointing to salva-
tion; and Jesus, the Light of the World, bringing 
light even now into the darkness of our world. 

The Blessings of the

Christmas Tree

The Jesse Tree
This handout invites us to dis-
cover the Jesse Tree from its 
medieval beginnings to its con-
temporary use today. Includes 
an explanation and listing of the 
Jesse Tree ornaments helping 
families start their own Jesse 
Tree tradition. Order Code 18-127

Advent Week 1
Jesse Prophecy • Is 11:1-11 • branch from stump

Creation • Gen 1:1–2:3 • the earth
Adam & Eve • Gen 2:4-24 • garden

Adam & Eve’s Sin • Gen 3:1-24 • tree with fruit
Noah & the Flood • Gen 6:9–9:17 • ark or rainbow
Covenant with Abraham • Gen 12:1-7;15:1-6 • stars

Offering of Isaac • Gen 22:1-18 • a ram

Advent Week 2
Jacob & Esau • Gen 25:19-34; 27 • 2 boys fighting
Jacob’s Ladder to Heaven • Gen 28:10-19 • ladder

Joseph’s Coat • Gen 37 • multicolored coat
God Calls Moses • Ex 2:1–4:20 • burning bush

Israelites & Passover • Ex12:1-42 • lamb
Sea Passage • Ex 14:1–15:21 • divided sea

The 10 Commandments • Ex 19:1-20:20 • tablets

Advent Week 3
Joshua & the Fall of Jericho 

Jos 6:1-20 • ram’s horn trumpet

Ruth • 1:1–4:22 • sheaf of corn
King David • 1 Sam16:1-13 • star of David

Solomon’s Temple • 1 Kgs 6 • Temple building
Elijah & Baal’s Priests • 1 Kgs 18:16-39 • bonfire

Jonah and the Whale • Jon (1–4) • whale
John the Baptist • Mt 3:13-17 • scallop shell

Advent Week 4
Mary • Lk 1:26-38 • white lily

Elizabeth • Lk 1:39-56 • mother and child
Zechariah • Luke 1:57-80 • pen & tablet

Joseph • Mt 1:19-25 • hammer
The Shepherds • Lk 2:8-20 • sheep

The Wisemen • Mt 2:1-12 • star or 3 gifts or crowns
Jesus • Lk 2:1-8 • baby in manger

Celebrating with the Jesse Tree at Home 
Ornaments can be easily crafted (the internet 
has many examples) and can vary from the 
list below due to local custom and preference. 
Place the ornaments on a small tree, a banner 
or on your own Christmas tree. Ornaments 
can be added each day of Advent or starting 
on December 1st. Adjustments need to be 
made each year based on when Christmas falls 
on the calendar.

The Jesse Tree was written by Steve Mueller.
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Jesse Trees are a very old Christmas tradition dat-
ing from medieval times. The name comes from 
Jesse the father of King David and is related to Isa-
iah’s prophecy about God’s expected Messiah (the 
anointed one) as “a shoot from the stem of Jesse and 

a branch from his roots” (Isaiah 11:1). 
The design showed a branched tree 
growing from a reclining Jesse with 
pictures of various Old Testament 
ancestors on the branches leading 
up to Mary and Jesus at the top. By 

identifying the persons on the Jesse 
Tree, people learned the story of God’s salvation 
from creation to the birth of Jesus.

Making a Jesse Tree has become a popular way of 
comemorating the days of Advent. Modern Jesse 
Trees typically now use symbols (instead of peo-
ple) to summarize the Old Testament.

Jesse Tree
THE
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12 days of Christmas
(Dec 26-Jan 6)

This card is perfect for using in 
every parish household to cel-
ebrate the 12 days of Christmas 
by gathering together, lighting a 
candle, reading a selected scrip-
ture verse from the day’s Mass, 
and then sharing everyone’s 
responses to a discussion ques-
tion. Order Code 14-169

6th Day of Christmas (Jn 1:1-18)
Jesus, God’s Word made flesh, invites us to 
embody in ourselves the loving, forgiving, 
nurturing ways of God. How might each 
of us better model these godly ways in our 
relationships?

7th Day of Christmas  (Lk 2:16-21)
Both Mary and the shepherds see in this 
child the revelation of God’s love for all, 

especially the poor. How might each of us 
recognize and respond to the needs 

of the poor? 

8th Day of Christmas  (Jn 1:19-28)
John the Baptist prepares the way for 
others to discover and draw near to Jesus. 
How might we “make straight the Lord’s 
way” in our daily activities?

9th Day of Christmas   (Jn 1:29-34)
John the Baptist knows that God’s Holy 

Spirit is at work in Jesus. How might each 
of us show our trust that through the Holy 

Spirit God is also working in us?

10th Day of Christmas  (Jn 1:35-42)
Jesus asks his would-be disciples “What are 
you looking for”? How might each of us an-
swer this question to better understand who 
Jesus is and who we are as his disciples?

11th Day of Christmas  (Jn 1:43-51)
Inspired by his experience of Jesus, Philipp 
invites Nathanael to come and meet Jesus 

too. How might we reach out to share 
what we know and love about Jesus with 

someone else?

12th Day of Christmas  (Mt 2:1-12)
The Gentile magi follow the star as the sign 
of God’s inclusive love for all peoples. How 
might we make real God’s inclusive love for 
everyone in our society, especially the most 
vulnerable and excluded? 

12 Days of Christmas was written by Steve Mueller ©2017 All Saints Press, PO Box 190825, 
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2nd Day of Christmas (1 John 1:1-4)
God has become visible in the child Jesus. 

How might each of us act today to make 
God visible in ourselves and to recognize 

God’s presence in those around us?

3rd Day of Christmas (Mt 2:13-18)
Jesus’ birth threatened King Herod who 
murdered many innocent children to stay 
king. Where are innocent persons being 
persecuted today and how might we try 
to help them?

4th Day of Christmas  (Lk 2:22-40)
Simeon’s message to Jesus’ parents reminds 

us that sorrow is part of every life. 
How might each of us respond to the 

sorrow that so many are experiencing in 
their relationships?

5th Day of Christmas  (Mt 2:13-15, 19-23)
When the holy family becomes refugees 
fleeing Herod’s persecution, Joseph must 
trust God’s plan to protect Jesus and Mary. 
How might we respond to help refugees and 
immigrants find a better life?

BRINGING LIGHT TO THE NATIONS

1st Day of Christmas (Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59)
St. Stephen models our call to witness to 
Jesus’ message of love despite the cost to us. 
How might each of us reach out to love and 
help the poorest among us?

12 Days Christmasof

       elebrating Christmas is a 12 Day season (not just one day!) 
that begins with Jesus’ incarnation and then progresses until he is 
manifested to John the Baptist, his disciples, the magi and finally 
to us and all the world. It also reminds us of our basic Christian 
vocation to embody Jesus in ourselves and to spread his “Good 

News” to others. So to help with this challenge, we encourage you 
to take time daily to make these 12 days a holy season. Each day, 
perhaps around a meal, light a candle, read the suggested bibli-
cal passage, then share what you can do to make Jesus’ presence 

more real in our world. 

C

Eucharistic Adoration
This card explains how Eucha-
ristic Adoration flows from our 
fundamental Christian eucharis-
tic celebration. On the reverse 
side there is a brief explanation 
of the devotional tradition of the 
Holy Hour and a quote from the 
US Bishops explaining the impor-
tance of Eucharistic Adoration. 
Order Code 14-168

Eucharistic Adoration was written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2017 by All Saints Press
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“Could You Not Watch One Hour with Me?”
(Mt 26:40)

Holy hours are a devotional tradition of spend-
ing an hour in eucharistic adoration in the presence 
of Christ in the eucharistic bread. Several holy hours 
have been created by the U.S. Bishops to focus our 

prayer time with Jesus on 
peace, life, vocations and other 
important topics for the life of 
the Church and our mission to 
the world. (You can find these 
online in English and Spanish 
at: usccb.org).

Our faith in Christ’s real pres-
ence in the eucharist leads to 
our public expression of that 

faith in eucharistic adoration. This devotion, by 
nourishing our spiritual union with Christ, should 
lead us back to the Mass with a renewed and deep-
ened spirituality and then from the Mass to our dai-
ly task of witnessing to God’s presence in our world 
and building Christ’s kingdom on earth.

“The importance of eucharistic adoration is shown 
in the fact that the Church has a ritual that regu-
lates it: the Rite of Eucharistic 
Exposition and Benediction. 
This is an extension of the 
adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament which occurs 
in every Mass: ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God, behold 
him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.’ Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of the 
Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for commu-
nion with Christ and the rest of the Church. The 
Rite concludes with the ordained minister blessing 
the faithful with the Blessed Sacrament.”

—The U.S. Bishops

Eucharistic
ADORATION

Deepening Our Communion with Christ

The primary aim of our Christian lives is to 
grow in our relationship with Jesus. The Eucha-
rist is a distinctive way of deepening our ongoing 
communion with God and Christ 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The sacramental ritual makes 
Christ present through the priest, 
the gathered community, the Word 
of God and the bread and wine that 
become Christ’s body and blood 
for our daily spiritual nourishment. 
Thus Christ continues to be with us 
even when the eucharistic bread is 
reserved after Mass for distribution to the sick or 
dying, and eucharistic adoration arises when the 
faithful show this blessed sacrament the veneration 

and adoration which is due 
to God.

The exposition of the eu-
charistic bread reminds us 
of Christ’s real presence 
and invites us to deepen 
our communion with him 

in prayer. But though our prayer may be silent and 
private, we must always remember that it is not an 
end in itself. Like Jesus, who prayed alone to God 
through the night (Lk 6:12) and then plunged into 
his daily activity of proclaiming, healing and bring-
ing God’s love to others, we must do the same. 

PRICE FOR HANDOUTS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
3 ½" x 8 ½" | Sold in multiples of 50 | 50-200, $.19 each | 250-450, $.16 each | 500 + $.13 each



Jesus: Our Model of
Compassion & Justice

In his words and actions, Jesus offers us a 
model to follow for our service. Responding 
to others’ needs has two dimensions: compas-
sion and justice. Jesus is often described in 
the Gospels as having “pity” on the hungry 
crowds, the sick, the suffering and the griev-
ing. For us pity usually means to feel sorry for 
someone. But the Greek word for what Jesus 
feels is much closer to our sense of compas-
sion—a strong emotional reaction felt deep 
within (as we would say in our “guts”) in re-
sponse to someone else’s misery or suffering. 

Compassion focuses on aiding the victims of 
social evil to provide more immediate assis-
tance to those who are poor, hungry, in need 
food, clothes and shelter, visits to the sick and 
imprisoned. Acting with compassion means 
performing the charitable actions that our tra-
dition calls the corporal works of mercy (see 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2447).

Justice focuses on changing the structures of 
society to conform more closely with Jesus’ 
vision of rightly ordered relationships (what 
biblical justice describes). Working for justice 
begins in the heart, but social justice takes the 
efforts of communities of reflection and action 
banding together to use their power effective-
ly for social transformation. Since the insti-
tutions of society are so complex, the struc-
tural evil embedded in them is also complex. 
This evil is so tenacious and insidious that it 
cannot be eradicated by a single individual. 
Consequently, working for social justice al-
most always involves joining with others in an 
organization to change the societal structures 
that conceal social sin. (see the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, #1929–1948).

Although our eucharistic focus is on Jesus’ continuing presence 
with us in the bread and cup, as in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, we often neglect the account in John’s Gospel except on 
Holy Thursday. John reveals the significance of the community 
meal not from the bread and cup, which are not even mentioned, 
but from Jesus’ enacted sign of service: washing the feet of the 
disciples. 
 Footwashing was not part of the Passover ritual but a common 
gesture that for John exemplifies the deepest meaning of eucha-
rist—giving oneself in loving service for others. In the biblical 
world, sandals protected the bottom of the foot but did not keep 
dirt away. So a customary sign of hospitality upon entering a house 
was for a servant to wash the guest’s feet. Thus, when Jesus assumes 
the servant’s role instead of the master’s, what would normally be 
considered undignified and humiliating becomes a positive sign of 
his love for his disciples and a lesson for them to imitate. “I have 
given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you 
should also do” (Jn 13:15). 
 Jesus’ example of a life of service is not limited to the Last Sup-
per, and footwashing is only a single example that prompts us to be 
alert to the many ways that we might serve others as Jesus would 
do. Perhaps we can discover other examples of service from Jesus 
imaginative description of the final judgement of all the nations 
(Mt 25: 31-46). (Note that although we almost always apply this 
passage to individuals, which is not a bad thing to do, it is nations 
not individuals who are being judged here. So how might our na-
tion fare according to Jesus’ criteria?)
 Jesus points out how service might be rendered to various per-
sons in need: those who are hungry, thirsty, outcasts and foreign-
ers, lacking clothing, sick, imprisoned. But Jesus’ most startling 
point is that he is present in these needy people in a hidden way. 
This also reminds us that Jesus is not just present for us in the eu-
charistic bread and wine, but also in those we deal with during the 
rest of the week.
 When we are looking for opportunities for service, as with foot-
washing, we must not limit the opportunities for humble service. 
People hunger and thirst for many different things besides water 
and food—dignity, respect, recognition and being called by name, 
appreciation, equality, good neighbors, freedom and justice—and 
many are sick and imprisoned by more than germs and locks. 

Thanksgiving & Service
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A Thanksgiving Day Prayer
Lord, we thank you for the goodness of our people and for the spirit of justice 
that fills this nation. We thank you for the beauty and fullness of the land and 

the challenge of the cities. We thank you for our work and our rest, for one 
another, and for our homes. Accept our thanksgiving on this day. We pray and 

give thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

For Americans, Thanksgiving is a special day to be celebrated on the last Thursday of 
November. In fact, families get together on Thanksgiving more often than on any other 

holiday, including Christmas!

 Thanksgiving is not a strictly a religious holiday, and although the Church has 
never had a feast dedicated to thanksgiving—likely because thanksgiving is already an 

integral part of all liturgical celebration—the U.S. Bishops encourage 
Catholics to celebrate it with a eucharistic celebration After all, 

the word eucharist comes from the Greek word, eukaristein, 
which means thanksgiving.

 Our sacramental celebration is called Eucharist to re-
mind us that our basic human relationship to God is a response to 
God’s gifts. Everything that we have is God’s gift so in our ritual we 
celebrate the gift of God’s own presence in the gathered assembly, in 
the reading of God’s Word that we hear, in the consecrated bread and 
wine that are Christ’s body and blood, and in the person of the priest 
who presides during the celebration.

 Our celebration is also called Mass, from the final Latin words 
of sending, “Ite missa est,” meaning “Go, you are sent.” As we finish our communal 
prayer we are reminded that we are all sent to discover and proclaim God’s presence 
in all the many different situations of our daily lives.

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that “Believing in God, the 
only One, and loving God with all our being has enormous consequences for 
our whole life” (#222). Then it adds that this includes “living in thanksgiving: 
if God is the only One, everything we are and have comes from God: ‘What 

have you that you did not receive?’ (1 Cor 4:7) and ‘What shall I render to the Lord 
for all his bounty to me?’” (Ps 116:12) (#224).

 Thanksgiving should not only be celebrated with a deep sense of prayer, gratitude and 
joy, but the celebration this day should lead us to remember that our lives are a continual 

thanksgiving through our daily activities, all of which should give glory to God, 
especially the celebration of the Eucharist.

Thanksgiving
CELEBRATION & SERVICE
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Origins of Advent
Advent began sometime after the 4th century as a time 
of preparation for Epiphany—not in anticipation of 
Christmas. Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of 
Christ by remembering the visit of the Magi and the 
baptism of Jesus. At this time new Christians were 
baptized and received into the faith, and so the early 
Church instituted a 40-day period of fasting and re-
pentance.

Later, in the 6th century, Pope St. Gregory the Great 
was the first to associate this season of Advent with the 
coming of Christ. Originally it was not the coming of 
the Christ-child that was anticipated, but rather, the 
second coming of Christ.

By the Middle Ages the Church had extended the cel-
ebration of Advent to the familiar format we know to-
day. The early weeks are rich with the prophecies of 
Isaiah, reminding us to wait and prepare for the com-
ing Messiah. Later, the pace quickens and we focus 
more directly on the events leading up to Jesus’ birth.

The Three
Arrivals of Christ

Jesus Comes in Human History
Our celebration of Christmas focuses on the birth of 
Jesus in Bethlehem. The Christmas crèche at home or 
in the church, Christmas pageants and liturgies all help 
us recall the moment Jesus was born as a human being 
to live his destiny as the Son of God and our redeemer.

Jesus Comes in Our Hearts
Alive and among us through the Holy Spirit, Jesus 
continually reaches out to us. Advent renews our de-
sire for the daily coming of Jesus as we recall the story 
of our salvation and look forward to the coming of the 
kingdom. We “wait in joyful hope,” as the eucharistic 
liturgy says, for the coming of that kingdom.

Jesus Comes in Glory
The haunting melody and refrains of O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel serve to remind us of our longing 
for the completion of Christ’s reign at the end of time. 
This season gives special meaning to the phrase from 
the Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come.”

ADVENT  F • A • Q
What is the origin of the Advent Wreath?

The origin dates to pre-Christian Germany and Scandi-
navia where the people gathered to celebrate the return 
of the sun after the winter solstice. For us, the lighting of 
the Advent candles represents the promise of the coming 
of Jesus, the light of the world.

Why is the rose-colored candle lit
on the third Sunday of Advent?

The third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday 
because in Latin, the first words of the opening antiphon 
for that day’s Mass are Gaudete in Domino semper (Re-
joice in the Lord always) from Philippians 4:4-5. On this 
Sunday a rose-colored candle is lit as a reminder that we 
are called to rejoice.

Was St. Nicholas Real?
Yes, St. Nicholas (270-343) was the Bishop of Myra 
(now Demre in southwest Turkey). He was imprisoned 
during Emperor Diocletian’s persecution (303-5) and 
attended the first ecumenical council at Nicaea (325). 
Famous for his pastoral care, the many legendary stories 
of his charitable deeds became the basis for the figure of 
Santa Claus.

What is a Jesse Tree?
An ancient tradition revived in the mid-20th century as 
an Advent practice, the Jesse Tree represents the family of 
Jesse, father of King David. Each day of Advent a home-
made ornament is added to the Jesse Tree, a small tree 
made of evergreen branches. These symbolic ornaments 
each represent a prophecy foretelling of Christ.

Mass Readings for Advent 2022
1st Sunday .......................................... Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122:1-9;

Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44

2nd Sunday ............. Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12

3rd Sunday ............................... Isaiah 35:1-6, 10; Psalm 146:6-10; 
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

4th Sunday ....................................... Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6; 
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24

Christmas Day ................................. Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-6; 
Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18

Isaiah
The great prophet foretold the com-

ing of the promised Messiah and 
his kingdom. Isaiah’s words are 

remembered especially during 
Advent because of his confi-
dent hope that God would 
restore the faithful 

remnant of Israel to 
live as God’s renewed 
covenant communi-
ty in their land.

John the Baptist
John announced to 

the people that Jesus, the 
Messiah, had finally come and now 
was the time to change their lives. 
While some thought John might be 
the Messiah, he knew clearly that he 
was only the messenger and Jesus 
was the promised one. When we 
look carefully at our lives and 
those of others, we learn what 
we must change to follow him.

  Mary
Mary was transformed by God’s 
grace from the first moment of 

her existence, which we 
celebrate on the Feast 
of the Immaculate 
Conception. Then 
when invited to 
share in God’s plan, 

Mary accepted her role 
as Jesus’ mother. Her 
willingness to allow 
God to work in 
her life is a mod-
el for us in a 
culture that 
often refuses 
to acknowl-
edge God and fears to 
make any commitment. 

ADVENT
Three Companions for Our Journey

The Season of Advent makes our journey toward Christmas more meaningful by revealing our deepest longings 
and greatest hopes, and teaching us to focus all our desires on Jesus Christ. Advent celebrates three dimensions of 
Christ’s coming—first into the world some two thousand years ago, second into our hearts right now, and finally 
in his coming at the end of time.

As you journey through Advent, you will begin to understand Jesus more fully and recognize that his birth began 
our redemption and that his return in glory will complete it. Advent draws together the joy of his arrival as a help-
less babe with the hope of his return when evil will finally be eradicated from our world.

Advent also presents us with three companions for our journey who speak to us about matters of the heart—
about longing, fulfillment and hope. 

All Saints & All Souls: We Are Called to Holiness of Life © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  24-275

All Saints’ Day
November 1

This feast, honoring all 
the saints of the Church, 
known and unknown, pro-
vides an opportunity to re-
flect on our personal call 
to holiness and to celebrate 
the exemplary faithfulness 
of holy men and women 
of every place and time, 
whose lives and deeds con-
tinue to inspire us. It was 
given this date to counter a 
pagan feast held to appease 
the dangerous evil spirits 
associated with the com-
ing of winter and darkness 
whose customs still linger 
today in our celebration of 
Halloween (meaning All 
Hallows’ [= Holy Ones, 
Saints] Eve). 

All Souls Day
November 2

This feast remembers the 
many nameless and for-
gotten persons like our de-
ceased family and friends 
who led us to Christ and 
into the communion of his 
mystical Body. It purpose-
ly follows All Saints’ Day 
to shift our focus from the 
recognized saints to or-
dinary people, especially 
those who might need our 
prayers. From the earliest 
times, Christians prayed for 
the dead and many mon-
asteries adopted the tradi-
tion of remembering all 
the faithful departed. Even-
tually this custom spread 
throughout Europe and was 
included into the Church’s 
liturgical calendar.

Honoring Saints in the Early Church
Honoring saints began in the early Church by remembering the martyrs who by 
their courageous witness had imitated Jesus’ faithfulness to God’s ways even to 
death. Local churches kept a record of their own martyrs and each year set aside 
certain days to remember and celebrate their “birthdays,” the dates of death when 
they were “born” into eternal life. 
 Their practice is illustrated today in the First Eucharistic Prayer of our Mass, 
which was the standard prayer adopted in the eighth century liturgical renewal of 
the Holy Roman Emperor Charlemagne. After Mary and the apostles, the prayer 
recalls the men and women martyrs of the first three centuries, “Linus, Cletus, 
Clement, Sixtus, Cornelius, Lawrence, Chrysogonus, John and Paul, Cosmos and 
Damian, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Peter, Felicity, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, 
Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia and all the saints.” By the fourth century many parts of 
the Church had set aside special days to remember not only their distinguished 
martyrs but also “confessors” (those who had witnessed and been punished for 
their faith but did not die), virgins and those whose example was especially help-
ful for becoming better Christians.
 The many local lists of these exemplary saints grew and soon included per-
sons from all walks of life—popes and bishops, clergy, religious and laity, men, 
women, and children (e.g., the holy Innocents Dec 28), single and married. Fi-
nally in 1583 they were collected into a single book called the Roman Martyrol-
ogy, the official list of saints venerated by the Church arranged according to the 
calendar. Additions to the list are made when new saints are officially beatified 
and canonized and the days for their memorial are determined. 

Praying to the Saints 
From the earliest times, Christians believed that members of the Christian com-
munity, though separated by death but now alive in Christ, were still able to help 
one another. “Being more closely united to Christ, those who dwell in heaven fix 
the whole Church more firmly in holiness. They do not cease to intercede with 
the Father for us, as they proffer the merits which they acquired on earth through 
the one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus. So by their fraternal 
concern is our weakness greatly helped” (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 
#49). Thus the importance of the saints as intercessors for us with God became 
more popular.
 The identification of saints as mediators with God introduces their role as 
patron saints, that is, one to whom we can go when we have specific needs that 
require help. Saints are designated as patrons or special advocates for nations, 
churches, places, crafts, activities, jobs, classes, clans, families, illnesses, causes, 
etc. Most patrons have been so designated as the result of popular devotion and 
long-standing custom. The Church has officially designated rather few patrons, 
and most patron designations, especially more recent ones, are unofficial.

All
Saints

All
Souls

We Are Called to Holiness of Life
For centuries prior to Vatican Council II (1962–65), 
the common understanding of saints identified those 
men and women whom the Church had singled out as 
exemplary Christians and whose names had been listed 
in the official list of saints. They had been “canonized” 
and were privileged with the official title of Saint. 
 But the Bishops gathered at Vatican II recognized that 
through our baptism, each of us was called to be holy 
(1 Cor 1:2) so we are all meant to be holy women and 
men—saints. “All the faithful of Christ of whatever rank 
or status are called to the fullness of the Christian life and 
to the perfection of charity. By this holiness a more hu-
man way of life is promoted even in this earthly society” 
(Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, #40).
 While at first we might think that this was a new 
teaching, we now realize that it was an attempt to re-

emphasize the ancient mentality of the earli-

est Christians. From its very beginning, the Church un-
derstood the Body of Christ to encompass all baptized 
persons, both the living and the dead. Christ’s kingdom 
transcends time and space, and not even death can sever 
the relationship that the faithful have in Christ. All are 
united in a mystical communion with Christ (the “com-
munion of saints” that we affirm whenever we proclaim 
the Creed at Mass) by virtue of baptism (1 Cor 6:11). St. 
Paul often addresses those to whom he writes as “holy 
ones” (saints) to designate all baptized Christians (see 
Rom 1:7, 15:25; 2 Cor 1:1; Eph 1;1; Phil 1:1). 
 And in fact the call to be holy in God’s covenant com-
munity goes back even further to the Old Testament to 
God’s instruction to Moses on Mt. Sinai to “Speak to the 
whole Israelite community and tell them: Be holy, for I, 
the lord your God, am holy” (Lev 19:2). Thus being in a 
relationship with God obliges us at its most basic 
level to be holy, to be saints.
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Thanksgiving
This colorful bulletin insert includes information 
about the origins of Thanksgiving as a national 
and liturgical celebration. Using the Eucharist 
as a focal point this insert helps to explain why 
Thanksgiving is a day for celebration, service, 
compassion and justice. A Thanksgiving prayer is 
also included. Order Code 24-271

Advent
This insert explores the origins of Advent—as 
well as the roles of Isaiah, John the Baptist and 
Mary in the Advent journey. Also included are 
“Frequently Asked Questions” about some of the 
terms and symbols of the Advent season and 
Mass readings for Advent 2022.

Order Code 24-272

All Saints & All Souls
This insert reminds us that as Christians we are 
called to holiness of life. It also briefly explains 
the history of All Saints Day and All Souls Day, 
how the early Church honored the saints, and 
additional information on how the saints are our 
intercessors and patrons.

Order Code 24-275

NEW! NEW!

Full-Page Seasonal Bulletin Inserts	 800.923.8618
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The Paradox of Jesus as Christ and King
In the Gospels we learn that joining Jesus’ title of “Christ” (in Hebrew mes-
siah, God’s anointed one who would restore the right order of all creation 
as God wanted it to be) and “King” (an earthly ruler who would rule God’s 
covenant people according to God’s guidelines in the Law or torah) did not 
go together easily because Jesus had no political ambitions. For him there 
was no king but God, and Jesus’ work was to establish God’s kingly rule 
over the covenant people, over all the nations, and over all creation. So his 
followers had to be understand the idea of Jesus as king in a new and dif-
ferent way.
 Pope Francis reminds us that “Jesus revealed himself as king only in 
the event of the Cross. On the cross Jesus’ kingship shines forth in godly 
fashion: his royal throne is the wood of the Cross! With Christ, we know 
very well that the King whom we follow and who accompanies us is very 
special: he is a King who loves even to the Cross and who teaches us to 
serve and to love. And so we understand that it is in giving ourselves, in 
emerging from ourselves that we have true joy and that, with his love, God 
conquered evil. 
 “The Gospel in fact presents the kingship of Jesus as the culmination 
of his saving work, and it does so in a surprising way. History teaches us 
that kingdoms founded on the force of arms and on the abuse of power are 
fragile and sooner or later collapse. But the kingdom of God is founded on 
his love and is rooted in hearts, con-
ferring peace, freedom and fullness of 
life upon those who embrace it.”

sEASONS of the
Liturgical Year

Advent begins the liturgical year on the 
fourth Sunday before Christmas. A sea-
son of hope as well as penance, Advent 
features the writings of the Old Testa-
ment prophets in its Mass readings.

Christmas begins with Christmas Day, 
goes through Epiphany and concludes 
with the Baptism of the Lord.

Lent is a 40 day preparation for Easter 
that focuses on fasting, prayer and alms-
giving. Lent is a time to reflect on how 
well we are living out our baptism.

The Paschal or Easter Triduum (from 
the Latin, three days) begins with the 
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Sup-
per and continues until Easter evening.

The Easter Season extends from Easter 
Sunday through Pentecost Sunday. Dur-
ing this time, the Church reflects on the 
mystery of our redemption through the 
suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Ordinary Time is the only liturgical sea-
son that comes in two sections. The first 
begins with the Baptism of the Lord and 
goes until Ash Wednesday. The second 
follows Pentecost and concludes with the 
Feast of Christ the King.

Our Challenges
of Following Jesus 

Our King
Everyone who chooses to make a 
faith commitment to follow Jesus as 
a Christian is invited to continue the 
work of Jesus to make this dream of 
a kingdom community into a reality, 
to realize it by living the kingdom 
way now. 
 We must use the Bible’s stories, 
examples, instruction, wisdom, and 
information to discover God’s ideas for a radically different type of social 
existence that so far has not been achieved: a community of non-dom-
ination, non-violence, and peaceful conflict resolution. To live this way 
ensures that Jesus’ goal of building God’s kingdom on earth will be accom-
plished.
 Jesus not only invites us to follow him but to see the world as he does 
and thus live the way he does. Adopting his new kingdom worldview 
changes everything for those who accept it. The Good News about God’s 
kingdom begun in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection challenges our com-
monly accepted view of the world. What if things are not as we think they 
are? What if things could be different? What would our world be like if 
God really were recognized as its ruler? What then? 

The Solemn Feast of 

Christ the King
Although there is much biblical evidence 
that Jesus was considered a royal figure, 
the liturgical celebration of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe only 
began in 1925 when Pope Pius XI estab-
lished it to reaffirm that Jesus is ruler over 
both creation and history. Originally, it 
was celebrated on the final Sunday of Oc-
tober, prior to All Saints Day. In 1969, to 
emphasize its importance, Pope Paul VI 
moved it to the last Sunday before Ad-
vent. So now the old liturgical year ends 
by celebrating Christ’s kingship and the 
new year begins with Advent, when we 
await the coming of Christ to rule our 
hearts and lives.

Jesus Christ
the King of the Universe 

Today’s celebration of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, is the crowning of the liturgi-
cal year. It reminds us that creation does not advance at random, but is proceeding toward 
a final destination: the definitive manifestation of Christ as Lord of history and of all cre-
ation. The conclusion of history will be God’s eternal kingdom when all creation is restored 
to its original right relationships: sin into grace, fear into trust, death into resurrection.

Jesus proclaimed the simple yet radical 
message of God’s new kingdom, which 
was his code word for the transformed 
reality where God rules as the center 
of meaning and the object of all ac-
tion. By following Jesus’ example we 
will discover how to realize his dream 
for a kingdom community by living 
now as God had wanted everyone to 
live since the time God first ordered 
creation—in right relationships with 
God and with one another that were 
grounded in love, expressed in justice 
and oriented to the well-being of all. 

It would mean very little, how-
ever, if we believed Jesus was King 
of the Universe, but did not make 
him Lord of our lives. Everything is 
empty if we do not personally ac-
cept Jesus and if we do not also ac-
cept his way of being King. Jesus’ 
kingdom invitation challenges us 
to notice God in our midst and 
make a commitment to relate 
to God. It challenges us to see 
the world as God does, evalu-
ate it as God does and act in 
it as God does. It challenges 
us to link our hope for a new 
order with God’s dream for 
the right kind of community. 
Finally, it challenges us to en-
gage in the real cosmic power 
struggle between God and Sa-
tan, good and evil to reorder our 
world as God desires it to be. 

Christ the King
This insert helps parishioners understand the 
meaning and celebration of Jesus as King of the 
Universe, with information on the history of this 
Feast, and a particular focus on the paradox of 
linking Jesus’ roles as Christ and King, and our 
challenges of following Jesus today.

Order Code 24-276

NEW! NEW!

PRICE FOR BULLETIN INSERTS (see individual descriptions for order codes on pages 8 & 9)
8 ½" x 11" | Sold in multiples of 50 | 50-200, $.19 each | 250-450, $.16 each | 500 + $.13 each
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NUESTRA SEÑORA DE

Our Lady of Guadalupe © Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press, St. Louis, MO. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaint-
sPress.com.  18-233

NUESTRA SEÑORA DE

  Esta fiesta conmemora las 4 apariciones de María en 1531 
al indio Juan Diego en el cerro del Tepeyac cerca de la Ciudad de México. 
Apareciendo en forma de princesa mexicana, María le dijo que ahí debería 
construirse una iglesia. Cuando Juan le contó al obispo, él exigió pruebas. 
María envió a Juan a traer rosas (inusuales de encontrar en diciembre) 
para presentárselas al obispo. Cuando Juan abrió su manto (tilma) 
para darle las rosas al obispo, aparte de las rosas descubrieron una 
imagen de la Santísima Virgen pintada en la tilma, la cual hoy en 
día se encuentra preservada en la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe en la Ciudad de México. Bajo este titulo, María fue 
declarada la Patrona de la Nueva España (1710), de Latinoa-
mérica (1910), Reina de México y Emperatriz de las Américas 
(1945) y Patrona de las Américas (1999). 

“Oh María llena de amor y gracia, Señora de Guadalupe, por medio de 
tu presencia haznos conscientes de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, tu hijo. 
Que Cristo nos envié bendiciones de paz y harmonía, y que recibamos 
el amor y la sanación que necesitamos para poder acercarnos a Él.”

 —Papa San Juan XXIII (Octubre 12, 1961)

La aparición de María, llevó el mensaje del evangelio al 
nuevo mundo de las Américas recientemente descubierto. 
En el evento de Guadalupe, el indio Juan Diego y la virgen 
mestiza, que representan los rangos más bajos de la jerarquía 
social, nos recuerdan la profundamente arraigada verdad 
bíblica, rastreable hasta el evento del éxodo, que la poderosa 
presencia salvadora de Dios para la liberación en nuestro 
mundo, comienza cuando Dios escucha el clamor de los 
pobres y los oprimidos (Éxodo 3:6-8). Luego, en respuesta, 
Dios actúa para cambiar su situación social y económica, de 
ser esclavos en la sociedad a ser siervos en la comunidad de 
Dios. Como cristianos estamos llamados a imitar, no solo la 
preocupación amorosa de Dios por los pobres, sino también 
la acción de Dios para cambiar su situación. No podemos igno-
rar a los pobres ni evitar la responsabilidad de encontrar mejo-
res soluciones a las muchas formas de opresión y explotación que 
ahora  afectan a nuestras comunidades e instituciones.

“Cuando la imagen de la Virgen apareció en la tilma de Juan Diego, fue una 
profecía de aceptación: la aceptación de María hacia todos los pueblos de las 
grandes extensiones de América- los pueblos que ya existían ahí y los pueblos 
que estaban por venir. La aceptación de María nos muestra lo que América—Norte 
y Sur—es llamada a ser: una tierra donde los diferentes pueblos se unen; una tierra 
preparada para aceptar la vida humana en cada etapa, desde el vientre de la madre 
hasta la edad anciana; una tierra que da la bienvenida a los inmigrantes, a los pobres y 
a los marginalizados en cualquier época.”   —Papa Francisco

Our Lady of Guadalupe © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  24-278

OUR LADY OF

  The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe commemorates the 
four apparitions of Mary in 1531 to the peasant Juan Diego on Tepeyac 
hill near Mexico City. Appearing like a Mexican princess, Mary told 
him that a church should be built there. When Juan told the bishop, 
he demanded proof. Mary sent Juan to gather some roses (unusual 
in December) to present to the bishop. When Juan opened his 
cloak [tilma] to give the roses to the bishop, they also discov-
ered a painted image the Blessed Virgin imprinted on the tilma, 
which is now preserved in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe in Mexico City. Under this title, Mary was declared pa-
tron of New Spain (1710), of Latin America (1910), Queen 
of Mexico and Empress of the Americas (1945) and patron-
ess of the Americas (1999). 

“O gracious and loving Mary, Lady of Guadalupe, through your 
presence make us aware of our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. May 

Christ send us blessings of peace and harmony, and may we 
receive love and the healing we need to get closer to him.” 

—Pope St. John XXIII (October 12, 1961)

 Mary’s appearance brought the gospel message to the 
recently discovered New World of the Americas. In the 
Guadalupe event, the Indian Juan Diego and the mestiza 
virgin, who represent the lowest ranks of the social hier-
archy, remind us of the deeply entrenched biblical truth, 
traceable all the way back to the exodus event, that God’s 
powerful saving presence for liberation in our world begins 
when God hears the cries of the poor and the oppressed 
(Exodus 3:6-8). Then in response God acts to change their 
social and economic situation from being slaves in society 
to being servants in God’s community. As Christians, we 
are called to imitate not only God’s loving concern for the 
poor but also God’s action to change their situation. We can-
not ignore the poor or shirk our responsibility to find better 
solutions to the many forms of oppression and exploitation that 
now plague our communities and institutions.

“When the image of the Virgin appeared on the tilma of Juan Diego, it 
was the prophecy of an embrace: Mary’s embrace of all the peoples of the 
vast expanses of America—the peoples who already lived there, and those 
who were yet to come. Mary’s embrace showed what America is called to be:

a land where different peoples come together; a land prepared to accept human 
life at every stage, from the mother’s womb to old age.

—Pope Francis

The Companions
of Christ

Tis the Season to Rejoice! © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  24-274

Over the centuries as the Christmas Season was celebrated, 
the Church gradually drew together a series of feasts follow-
ing Christmas Day that by the Middle Ages were often referred 
to as the “Companions of Christ” (Comites Christi), a kind of 
royal entourage to accompany the newborn king. In their vari-
ous ways, they represent different forms of witness to Christ or 
some aspect of our Christian faith.

December 26: St. Stephen, the first martyr, who was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and proclaimed that salvation came through 
Christ and was stoned by an angry Jewish (Acts 6:8-8:1).

December 27: St. John, apostle & evangelist, who followed 
Christ during his earthly ministry and then wrote his Gospel to 
reveal the meaning of Christ’s words and actions (Mt 4:18-21, 
Jn 21:24-25).

December 28: The Holy Innocents were the children who were 
murdered by King Herod the Great in his attempt to eliminate 
Jesus as a threat to his royal power (Mt 2:16-18).

December 29: St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury 
and head of the English Church, who was murdered by King 
Henry II’s knights for opposing the king’s attempts to control 
the Church.

December 30: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
who show how our own families might reflect a right relation-
ship to God and one another.

December 31: Pope St. Sylvester, who oversaw the transition of 
the church from an illegal to a legal religion under Roman em-
peror Constantine and invited the world’s bishops to the first 
Ecumenical Council at Nicea (325).

January 1: (the Octave Day of Christmas): Mary the Mother of 
God, whose “yes” to God models our willingness to bring Jesus 
to birth in ourselves and our world (Lk 1:26-38).

January 8: the Epiphany, when God in the incarnate child Je-
sus is revealed to the all the world in the persons of the Gentile 
Magi (Mt. 2:1-12).

January 9: The Baptism of the Lord. This feast now ends the 
Christmas Season by celebrating Jesus’ commitment to God’s 
saving activity and God’s commissioning him with the power 
of the Holy Spirit to accomplish it. 

Traditions of the
Christmas Season

The Christmas Crib
St. Francis of Assisi first popularized the custom of 
making a Christmas crib or crèche to represent the 
nativity in 1223 when he said Christmas Mass in a 
cave with a hay-filled manger and a live ox and ass.

The Christmas Tree
Though Christmas trees play no part in scripture and 
have only in the last few centuries found their way 
into the Christian celebration of Christmas, they are 
sacred signs of God’s life-giving presence among us 
and their lights remind us of Christ, “the Light of the 
world” (Jn 8:12).

Christmas Carols
Popular songs called carols (Greek choros, a sung 
dance) celebrate the events of the Season. The old-
est known carol is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
from the 12th century. Another popular English car-
ol, “The 12 Days of Christmas” (1780), enumerates a 
series of daily gifts that total 364—a gift for every day 
until next Christmas!

Activities following
Christmas Day

In our society, much of the celebration of Christmas 
comes before December 25. For Christians, the days 
after Christmas provide a period of calm in which the 
spiritual meaning of the manifestation of Jesus, God-
With-Us can be explored. The following activities 
help us appreciate the meaning of the Incarnation as 
the new year arrives.

• Take some time to look back upon the previous year 
and identify your personal “joyful mysteries,” mo-
ments when God was especially present to you. Ex-
press your gratitude to God for these moments and 
your hope that you will experience more fully  the 
presence of God in the new year.

• The slower pace of activity after December 25 makes 
this a good time for visiting with family and friends 
during these days. Reflect on how God is revealed to 
you especially in your relationships.

• Spend some time in silent prayer before the crib, 
the Christmas tree or in church. Invite God to touch 
your heart at the wonder of the Incarnation.

The 12 Days
of Christmas

‘Tis the Season 
to Rejoice!

As the familiar 18th century English 
Christmas carol reminds us, the Christmas 
Season, also known as Christmastide, ex-
tends far longer than just the day of Christ-
mas. In the Church year, Christmas day is 
the first of the 12 days of Christmas. The 
last night, twelfth night, is January 5, the 
eve of the feast of the Epiphany, celebrated 
on January 6. Today, the final Sunday of the 
Christmas Season celebrates the Baptism of 
Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant to be not 
just a celebration of the baby Jesus or Jesus’ 
birthday but a summary of our lives in re-
lation to God’s intimate, incarnate presence 
with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the Epiphany 
was the primary celebration of both Jesus’ 
birth and his manifestation to the world. It 
was associated with the winter solstice when 
the sun’s light began to be renewed for an-
other year. In the Roman West in the 3rd 
century, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was 
shifted to December 25 to compete with the 
pagan festival of the “unconquered sun” (na-
talis solis invicti) and the time until Epiphany 
became the Christmas Season. 

From the 4th century on, Christmas, with 
its focus on Christ’s incarnation as a truly 
human person like ourselves, grew in popu-
larity until today it often surpasses Easter in 
the popular imagination. During this blessed 
season, then, we are constantly reminded of 
God’s love and desire to be with us and for us 
to share in the divine life.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
This insert offers a brief history and the signifi-
cance of the apparition of the Blessed Virgin of 
Guadalupe, the Mother of the Americas, to Juan 
Diego in 1531, including a prayer by Popes John 
XXIII and Francis. Bilingual. English language on 
one side and Spanish Language on the other.

Order Code 24-278

Christmas
This insert examines the 12 days of Christmas 
(Christmastide) and how it is different from Ad-
vent. Richly illustrated, the feasts of Christmas-
tide are detailed along with explanations of some 
of the traditions of the season and suggestions 
for activities following Christmas day.

Order Code 24-274

Three
Manifestations

of Christ
Traditionally, three separate Gospel read-
ings were integral parts of the Epiphany 
liturgy: the Magi worshipping the baby 
Jesus, the baptism of the Lord and the 
wedding feast of Cana. In Cycle C of 
the liturgy, these Gospel passages follow 
one another each week beginning with 
Epiphany. Each of these three events 
expresses something of the depth and 
breadth of the mystery of Incarnation as 
it unfolds in the life of Christ and in us.

The Visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-
12), the Gospel for Epiphany Sunday, 
is most commonly associated with the 
manifestation of Jesus’ divinity to the 
whole world.

The Baptism of the Lord (Luke 3:15-
16, 21-22) is Christ’s revelation to the 
Jews and prefigures his descent into his 
own death and rising in the resurrection.

The Wedding Feast of Cana (John 
2:1-11) is Jesus’ revelation of the power 
of his own divinity to his apostles and 
disciples. The new wine, the best wine 
saved for last, symbolizes the message of 
the Gospel.

Who Were the Magi?
The story of the Magi traveling from the East to see the Christ child ap-
pears only in Matthew’s Gospel. The word Magi (Greek magoi) means 
a learned scholar or sage. The Magi (possibly Zoroastrian astrologers 
from Persia) interpreted a bright star in the Eastern skies as a sign that 
a great king was to be born. According to St. Ignatius of Antioch (who 
lived in the first century AD), “A star shone forth in heaven above all the 
other stars, the light of which was inexpressible, while its novelty struck 
people with astonishment” (Letter to the Ephesians, 19). The wise men 
followed this star to Bethlehem of Judea, and upon arriving they wor-
shipped the infant Jesus and gave him 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Numerous traditions not directly based 
on Matthew’s Gospel have grown up 
about the Magi. Typically we think 
of there being three wise men because 
of the number of gifts, but Matthew 
doesn’t disclose the exact number. Since 
the third century, Christian writers have 
referred to them as kings, even though Matthew doesn’t specifically tell 
us that they were royalty. Their names, Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar 
date to the 6th century and are generally thought to represent kings 
from India, Persia and Arabia respectively.Epiphany Morning Prayer

Father, you revealed your Son
to the nations by the guidance of a star.

Lead us to your glory in heaven
by the light of faith.
We ask this through

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen

—The Liturgy of the Hours
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Where Is Your Star?
For the Magi, following their star led to their cherished reward. They 
found their king, offered their gifts, and then got involved in a plot that 
required not only their quick-thinking but also their dedication to a 
king and a cause that they knew very little of.
Like these Magi, someone or something has been the star that sparked 
our interest in Jesus, that drew us either rapidly or reluctantly to him, 
and that involved us in a life and death story that demands all of our 
gifts and our full dedication so that he might live and rule!

Matthew’s Magi Story
Matthew’s magi story (2:1-12) reads like the gospel in miniature. Its 
themes echo the rest of the gospel: Jesus comes into the world––and also 
into each person’s life––demanding a decision about how to respond to 
his presence and invitation to a relationship. Some will reject him and 
some will accept him, as do these wise foreigners who studied the stars 
and saw in them the new star-sign of a great king who was worthy to be 
worshiped by all people.
So they journeyed to an obscure village in the Roman province of Judea 
where they found a child to whom they gave gifts as tokens of his royal 
birth. For the first time, the Gentiles honor the Jew who was God’s 
promised messiah, and in fact, the Son of God, who in turn offers them 
the gift of salvation.

History
The word Epiphany comes from the Greek, epiphaneia, meaning “manifesta-
tion” or “appearance.” This feast originated in the Eastern Church and was 
celebrated on January 6th to commemorate the many instances of “God shin-
ing forth,” including the birth of Christ, the visit of the Magi, and Christ’s 
baptism in the Jordan. It was also considered by many to be a Christian fulfill-
ment of the Jewish Festival of Lights. In the West, the Nativity developed as a 
separate and specific feast, with official references to the Epiphany not com-
ing until 361. Epiphany concluded a twelve day festival—“the twelve days of 
Christmas”—that has also been called Christmastide. Catholics in the United 
States now celebrate Epiphany, not on January 6th, but on the second Sunday 
after Christmas. The Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Sunday after 

Epiphany and marks the end of the 
Christmas season.

Epiphany
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

The Light of Christ
Theologically, the Epiphany cele-
brates the manifestation of the Mes-
siah to the Gentiles. The Magi story 
appears exclusively in Matthew’s Gos-
pel because this evangelist emphasizes 
the universal nature of Christ’s mes-
sage. Thus, Epiphany helps establish 
and inspire the Church’s mission of 
evangelization. The light of Christ is 
not to be hidden or hoarded: “Your 
light must shine before others” (Mat-
thew 5:16). Epiphany is also about 
enlightened awareness, as when we 
have an “epiphany moment.” Upon 
viewing the baby Jesus, the aged 
Simeon proclaims the twin grace of 
the Messiah as “a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).

The Search Continues

What was true for the Magi remains 
true for us today as we continue our 

search for God. In the darkness of 
our lives, we look for a star—
as in the beloved Christ-

mas carol, We Three 
Kings—to “guide 
us to thy perfect 
light.” Many are 
distracted by the 

artificial lights of 
fame and fortune, 
but true and wise 
believers open them-

selves to the expe-
rience of being 
drawn to God’s 
presence in them-

selves and their 
lives. The Epiphany 
proclaims the truth 
that we are called 
to a life reordered 
by our experience 
of God’s presence.

Epiphany
This bulletin insert is designed to help parishio-
ners understand the meaning of the Epiphany as 
a miracle of Theophany or “God shining forth.” 
Includes information about the historical devel-
opment and theological significance as well as 
insights on the Magi and other customs of the 
celebration. Order Code 24-279

PDF
Versions
Available PDF versions of these inserts are available for $15 each. Call to order! (800-923-8618)
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Mary, Mother of the Church
Jesus gave Mary to the Church from the cross when he 
told his beloved disciple, “Behold your mother” (John 
19:26-27). Mary was present in the upper room with 
the other disciples on Pentecost, when the Church was 
born (Acts 1:13-14). Over the centuries of Christianity, 
Mary has been sought out by the faithful who find in 
her support for their own lives of discipleship. As one 
whose own life of faith was not easy or simple, Mary is 
a companion who can show us a path in our everyday 
lives and in our suffering.

Mary is a wonderful example of what happens when 
one opens oneself to the life and power of God. As at 
the marriage at Cana, Mary always directs our atten-
tion to Jesus, saying “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 
2:5). Mary is not a goddess wielding power. Neither is 
she controlling and domineering nor cold and aloof. 
Mary is there for us whenever we need her.

The Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55)

And Mary said:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
  and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,

the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever. 
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We thank you, O Mother, because in showing yourself to us
You free us of all stain of sin;

You remind us that what comes first is the grace of God,
The love of Jesus Christ who gave his life for us,

The strength of the Holy Spirit which renews all things.
Let us not give in to discouragement,
But, trusting in your constant help,

Let us engage ourselves fully in renewal of self,
Of this city and of the entire world.
Pray for us, Holy Mother of God!

—Pope Francis

A Prayer for the Immaculate Conception

Why Define This Doctrine?
The doctrine of Mary’s Immaculate Conception af-
firms that through God’s grace she was never sepa-
rated from God by sin. Over the centuries Mary’s 
freedom from original sin—the teaching that every 
human is born in the wrong relationship with God 
(this is what sin is and does) and so must be freed 
from this condition through God’s grace (this is what 
salvation is and does)—was disputed by theologians 
who could not agree.

After consulting with the Bishops of the Church to 
confirm that almost all Catholics believed this doc-
trine, Pope Pius IX first solemnly proclaimed the dog-
ma of the Immaculate Conception in 1854 in these 
words: We declare, pronounce and define that the 
doctrine which asserts that the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
from the first moment of her conception, by a singu-
lar grace and privilege of almighty God, and in view of 
the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, 
was preserved free from every stain of original sin is a 
doctrine revealed by God and, for this reason, must 
be firmly and constantly believed by all the faithful.

Why December 8?
December 8 is the liturgical celebration of Mary’s Im-
maculate Conception, i.e., her being “adorned from 
the first moment of her conception with the splendors 
of an entirely unique holiness” (Vatican II, Dogmat-
ic Constitution on the Church, #56). This date was 
chosen because it is 9 months (the time of a child’s 
gestation in the mother’s womb) before the traditional 
celebration of the feast of the Nativity of Mary on 
September 8.

The Immaculate Conception is the doctrine that 
Mary, conceived in the normal way through an act 
of love by her mother and father (St. Joachim and 
St. Anne), was born free of original sin and its effects 
from the first moment of her existence. This special 
favor was conferred on her because of her role in God’s plan 
for our salvation. Historically, this doctrine has sometimes been 
misunderstood as the conception of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit in the feast we know as the Annun-
ciation. Instead, the Immaculate Conception celebrates the special gift of God’s grace to Mary because she was to be 

the mother of Jesus, God’s chosen agent to bring about 
our salvation. We hail Mary in faith and prayer 

because she is “full of grace” and because 
“the Lord is with her.” In other words, 

Mary was filled  with God’s life well 
before the Messiah was conceived 

in her womb.

After  consulting with the bishops of 
the Church, Pope Pius IX first solemn-
ly defined the doctrine of the Im-
maculate Conception in 1854 
in the Apostolic Constitution 
Ineffabilis Deus.

The Immaculate Concep-
tion has the distinction of 
being one of only two formal 
Church dogmas to be solemn-
ly defined by the full teaching 
authority of popes rather than 
general Councils (the other be-
ing Mary’s Assumption). This 
means that the Immaculate Con-
ception has been solemnly defined 
as an infallible teaching to be believed 
by the whole Church. We not only be-
lieve that this is our truth, but we 
also try to imitate the meaning of 
this truth. While we honor Mary 
for the privilege of being  without 
sin, we also try to be like her in be-
coming faithful bearers of Christ 
in the world. As we strive for 
greater integrity in our words and 
actions we allow God to work in 
us to help transform our world 
into one of greater justice and 
love. Thus we imitate Mary 
and become the kind of disci-
ples that Jesus praises in the 
Gospel: “Blessed are those 
who hear the word of 
God and observe it 
(Luke 11:28).

Immaculate Conception
This insert helps parishioners understand the 
unique holiness of Mary as the sinless Mother of 
God. It includes a history of the Church’s teaching 
together with a brief guide to help understand the 
date and doctrine of the celebration. A prayer by 
Pope Francis is also included.

Order Code 24-277

NEW! NEW!
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El 9 de diciembre de 1531 el 
indio campesino Juan Diego vio a una 
joven mujer Azteca rodeada de una luz, en la ladera 
del cerro Tepeyac, cerca de la ciudad de México. La 

joven pidió que una iglesia fuera con-
struída allí en su honor, y por sus pa-
labras Diego la reconoció como la 
Virgen María.

Juan Diego salió y le dijo al 
Obispo la petición de María, pero el 

Obispo pidió una señal para demostrar 
que ella era en realidad la Virgen María. Al volver, 
la Virgen se le apareció a Diego y le dijo que juntara 
rosas. Era invierno y ningunas flores florecían, pero 
en la cumbre, Diego encontró rosas, y la Virgen mis-
ma las arregló en su tilma, o capa campesina. María 
ató las esquinas de la tilma debajo del cuello de Di-

ego para que las rosas no se cayeran. Ella 
le aseguró que el Obispo creería todo 

lo que él dijera.

Diego volvió al Obispo y 
abriendo la capa, las rosas se cay-

eron. Pero en vez de rosas, María 
había imprimido su gloriosa imagen 

en el frente de la tilma. Hoy esa tilma de Di-
ego está exhibida en la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe en la ciudad de México.

María se reveló como madre de todos nosotros, 
alentando el fin de disputas y  crueldad, prometien-
do paz y amor maternal y uniendo a todas las razas 
del mundo como hijos queridos.

Oh amable y cariñosa María, Señora 
de Guadalupe, por tu presencia que 
podamos conocer mejor a tu Hijo 
Jesús. Qué El nos bendiga con paz 
y harmonía, y que juntos nos acer-
quemos a El y nos ayude a contruir 

su iglesia en este mundo.
Our Lady of Guadalupe  © Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press.
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Guadalupe
Nuestra Señora de

On December 9, 1531, the 
Indian peasant Juan Diego saw a 
young Aztec woman, surrounded by light, on the 
slopes of the hill of Tepeyac near Mexico City. The 

young woman asked for a church to be 
built there in her honor, and from 

her words Diego recognized her as 
the Virgin Mary.

Juan Diego went and told the 
local bishop of Mary’s request but 

the bishop asked Diego for a sign to 
prove she was truly the Virgin Mary. Upon re-

turning, Mary again appeared to Diego and asked 
him to gather roses from the hill.  It was winter 
and no flowers bloomed, but on the hilltop Diego 
indeed found roses, and the Virgin herself arranged 
them in his tilma, or peasant cloak. Mary tied the 

corners of the tilma behind Diego’s neck 
so the roses would not spill and as-

sured him that the bishop would 
believe all that he would tell him.

Diego returned to the bishop 
and when he opened his cloak, 

the roses spilled out. But more than 
roses, Mary had impressed her glorious image on 
the front of Diego’s tilma. Today Diego’s tilma is 
on display in Mexico City’s Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

Mary revealed herself as a mother for us all, en-
couraging an end to strife and cruelty, promising 
peace and maternal love, and joining people of all 

races as her beloved children.

O gracious and loving Mary, Lady 
of Guadalupe, through your pres-
ence make us aware of your son Je-
sus. May he bless us with peace and 

harmony, draw us together and help 
us build his church on earth today.

Guadalupe
Our Lady Of

Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe

Esperanza para los Pobres

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Hope for the Poor

Our Lady of Guadalupe
History and Background

This richly illustrated, bilingual Spanish/English booklet explains 
the history and background of the apparition of the Blessed Virgin 
to Juan Diego outside of Mexico City in 1531. In Our Lady of Guada-
lupe we have a model of concern for the poor that reminds us that 
we do not act alone—but that God is with us as we work to make a 
world of justice and right relationships, held together by love, and 
ensuring well-being and peace for all.

This booklet is bilingual (Spanish/English).
Order Code 16-326 | 4" x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each | 500 + $.44 each

Our Lady of Guadalupe Resources	 800.923.8618

OUR LADY OF

  The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe commemorates the 
four apparitions of Mary in 1531 to the peasant Juan Diego on Tepeyac 
hill near Mexico City. Appearing like a Mexican princess, Mary told 
him that a church should be built there. When Juan told the bishop, 
he demanded proof. Mary sent Juan to gather some roses (unusual 
in December) to present to the bishop. When Juan opened his 
cloak [tilma] to give the roses to the bishop, they also discov-
ered a painted image the Blessed Virgin imprinted on the tilma, 
which is now preserved in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe in Mexico City. Under this title, Mary was declared pa-
tron of New Spain (1710), of Latin America (1910), Queen 
of Mexico and Empress of the Americas (1945) and patron-
ess of the Americas (1999). 

“O gracious and loving Mary, Lady of Guadalupe, through your 
presence make us aware of our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. May 

Christ send us blessings of peace and harmony, and may we 
receive love and the healing we need to get closer to him.” 

—Pope St. John XXIII (October 12, 1961)

 Mary’s appearance brought the gospel message to the 
recently discovered New World of the Americas. In the 
Guadalupe event, the Indian Juan Diego and the mestiza 
virgin, who represent the lowest ranks of the social hier-
archy, remind us of the deeply entrenched biblical truth, 
traceable all the way back to the exodus event, that God’s 
powerful saving presence for liberation in our world begins 
when God hears the cries of the poor and the oppressed 
(Exodus 3:6-8). Then in response God acts to change their 
social and economic situation from being slaves in society 
to being servants in God’s community. As Christians, we 
are called to imitate not only God’s loving concern for the 
poor but also God’s action to change their situation. We can-
not ignore the poor or shirk our responsibility to find better 
solutions to the many forms of oppression and exploitation that 
now plague our communities and institutions.

“When the image of the Virgin appeared on the tilma of Juan Diego, it 
was the prophecy of an embrace: Mary’s embrace of all the peoples of the 
vast expanses of America—the peoples who already lived there, and those 
who were yet to come. Mary’s embrace showed what America is called to be:

a land where different peoples come together; a land prepared to accept human 
life at every stage, from the mother’s womb to old age.

—Pope Francis

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Bulletin Insert

This insert offers a brief history and 
the significance of the apparition of 
the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, the 
Mother of the Americas, to Juan Diego 
in 1531, including a prayer by Popes 
John XXIII and Francis. Bilingual. 
English language on one side and Span-
ish Language on the other.

Order Code 24-278
8 ½" x 11" | Sold in multiples of 50

50-200, $.19 each | 250-450, $.16 each
500 + $.13 each

Our Lady of
Guadalupe,
pray for us.

Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe,

 ruega por
nosotros.

© 2022
All Saints 

Press
24-491

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Plastic Key Tag
This small and durable 
plastic key tags slip on 
to any key ring with a re-
minder to remember the 
December 12th's feast. Bi-
lingual (English/Spanish). 
Shown at reduced size.

Order Code 24-491
1 ⅛" x 2 ⅝" | Sold in 50s 

50-100, $.39 each
125-450, $.34 each

500 + $.27 each

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Handout Card
A rich history and back-
ground explaining the appa-
rition of the Blessed Virgin to 
Juan Diego outside of Mexi-
co City in 1531. This sturdy, 
colorful card is bilingual. 
English language on one side 
and Spanish Language on the 
other.

Order Code 18-129
3 ½" x 8 ½"

Sold in multiples of 50
50-200, $.19 each | 250-450, 
$.16 each | 500 + $.13 eachVisit our 

website for 
more Spanish 

Language 
Resources

NEW!

NEW!



Price for pewter coin
Sold in multiples of 25

25-100, $.65 each
125-475, $.51 each 

500 + $.42 each

Pocket Key Tags
Pocket Prayer During Advent

These durable plastic key tags slip on to any key 
ring with a reminder to pray and contemplate 
during the days of Advent or year-round. A great 
handout for the season and beyond. Shown at 
reduced size. See individual order codes. 1 ⅛" x 
2 ⅝" | Sold in 50s | 50-100, $.39 each | 125-450, $.34 
each | 500 + $.27 each

A VOICE
PROCLAIMS:

In the wilderness
prepare the way

of the Lord!
Make straight in 
the wasteland a 
highway for our 

God!

—Isaiah 40:3

© 2018
All Saints 

Press
16-481

AdventAdvent
Prepare the Way

of the Lord

And the Word 
became flesh and 
dwelt among us.
We have seen his 
glory, the glory 
of the one and 
only Son, who 
came from the 
Father, full of 

grace and truth.
—John 1:14

© 2014
All Saints 

Press
08-487

God With Us

God
With Us

16-481

08-487

My God, I am sorry 
for my sins with all my 
heart. In choosing to 

do wrong and failing to 
do good, I have sinned 

against you whom I 
should love above all 
things. I firmly intend, 
with your help, to do 

penance, to sin no 
more, and to avoid 

whatever leads me to 
sin. Our Savior Jesus 

Christ suffered and died 
for us. In His name, my 
God, have mercy. Amen.

—Rite of Penance, #45

© 2012
All Saints 

Press
03-435

A Prayer for

Contrition

AVAILABLE

IN
SPANISH

& ENGLISH

“Just as those
who see the light 
are illuminated
by the light and 

share its brilliance,
so those who see 
God are in God 
and share God’s 

splendor.”
—St. Gregory the Great 

© 2021
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Press
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Hope • Peace • Love • Joy

A D V E N T

22-431
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Advent Wreath Table Tent  These Advent Table Tents depict the progressive weekly Advent 
themes (Hope, Faith/Prepare, Joy, Peace) to highlight each week. With Scripture readings and a thought 

for contemplation these attractive 
table tents are perfect for families at 
the dining table or as a remembrance 
for the workplace. 

3 3/4” x 17” | Sold in multiples of 25
25-100, $.43 each | 125-475, $.35 each

500 + $.29 each

03-435 (English) 03-439 (Spanish)

Order Code 14-170Order Code 18-121

that he gave
his only Son,

so that everyone 
who believes in him 

may not die but have 
eternal life.

For God did not send 
his Son into the world 
to be its judge, but to 

be its savior.
John 3:16-17

© 2019
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Press
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For God so
loved the world

OUR
LIGHT

17-491

Advent Pewter Coin
Luke 2:12 is inscribed on the back. 

Cast from antiqued pewter.
Limited Quantities!

1 ⅜" round | Order Code 01-405

“Therefore the 
Lord Himself will 
give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin 
will be with child 
and bear a son, 
and she will call 

His name
Emmanuel.

—Isaiah 7:14

© 2014
All Saints 

Press
08-486

A DV E N T

Emmanuel
O Come,

O Come,

08-486

Table Tent for Children
Help your children to pray during Advent with this 
unique 2-sided table tent. Featuring an age-appropriate 
prayers. More info on page 15.

Order Code 22-475
Folds to 4" x 4"

1-49, $.37 each
50-99, $.31 each
100 + $.25 each
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Gather Around the Manger
An Activity Booklet for Advent

This activity booklet invites us to remember the animals who wel-
comed the birth of Jesus. The donkey gives Mary a ride to Bethlehem, 
the sheep warms the baby with wool and the dove sings the baby to 

sleep. Celebrate the animals of Advent with 
games, puzzles and activities 
that each day offers children an 
age-appropriate scripture verse, 
reflection and activity that en-
riches the understanding of the 
story of Christmas.

 Manger

 Gather Around
MANGER

the

Stories and Activities for Advent

13Gather Around the Manger

December 8
How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news. 

      –Romans 10:15

Carrying Jesus. Like the donkey, we can “carry” Jesus to 
others. When we listen to someone who needs us to listen—
we carry Jesus to them. When we help someone who needs 
us to help—we carry Jesus to them. When we forgive some-
one who needs us to forgive—we carry Jesus to them.

Who carries Jesus to you? Look for these people in your 
own life this week! Write their names on each donkey.

This person 

listened to me:
This person helped me:

This person  
forgave me:

21Gather Around the Manger

December 16
He will place the sheep on his right.  –Matthew 25:33

Good Sheep. Once Jesus talked out loud about what he 
meant by “being good.” He didn’t say: “Always do what 
you’re told.” “Get the best grades in class.” “Dress nicer 
than everyone else.”

Instead Jesus said, “Feed the hungry.” “Take care of sick 
people.” “Give clothes to those who don’t have them.” 
“Open your homes to those who need them.”

Do you know people who do 
this work that Jesus calls 
good? Write their names on 
the good sheep below and tell 
what good work they do. If 
you need help, ask your fam-
ily what they think!

Order Code 22-671 | 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜"
32 pages | 1-99, $.89 each | 100-
499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59 each

NEW!

Waking Up To Advent
An Activity Booklet for Advent

Just as morning begins a brand new day, so Advent begins a brand 
new Church year. Help children "wake up" to this new Church year 
with playful activities and thought-provoking reflections. In this 

book, children can celebrate Advent saints, 
learn the meaning of beloved 
Advent scriptures, and find help 
each day in getting ready for the 
riches of Christmas. Help you 
and your child wake up to Ad-
vent together!

Children’s Activities 
for ADVENT

Advent To
Waking Up 
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•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Wake up to beasts at peace. 
One of the best-loved images of God’s new world is of wild animals living  
happily together. We’ve written these verses from Isaiah 11 as a rebus.  
Can you solve it? 

They shall not harm or destroy on all my holy mountain.  
 ISAIAH 11:9

Answer: The wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat; the calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.

Ask your family: 
Invite your family to make their own pictures of God’s new world. How would 
that world be different from the world we live in?

December 3

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

15

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Wake up to looking for the lost.
The shepherd went searching for his lost sheep, not wanting to lose a single 
one of his flock. His sheep were very important to him. What’s important to 
you? What would you search for if it was lost? God feels this way about each 
one of us. If we need God to help us, care for us, or look for us, we can trust in 
God. God loves each one of us that much.
 

Now help the shepherd below find his missing sheep!

If he finds it, amen, I say to you, he rejoices.
MATTHEW 18:13

December 10

Order Code 20-641 | 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜"
32 pages | 1-99, $.89 each | 100-
499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59 each

Get Ready for Jesus
An Activity Booklet for Advent

How did God get ready for Jesus? He made a beautiful world for 
people to live in. He asked men, women, and children to help him 
make the world kind and fair. He picked Joseph and Mary to be 

the family of Jesus. And he made you and 
your family, too! God will be with 
your family as you use this book 
of activities and reflections to 
get ready for Jesus every day 
this Advent. You’ll find puzzles, 
games and more on every page. 

Get
Ready 

Jesus

Advent 
Activity Booklet 6

God makes the People of God. How does God get ready 
for Jesus? First God makes a people! Long ago the People of God 
began telling stories to one another of who God is and what God 
does. Do you know their stories? 

A tree in a garden

The ark

A path opens 
in the sea

Solution: The Ark-Noah; A path opens in the sea-Moses & Miriam; 
  A tree in a garden-Adam & Eve

Moses & MiriamNoah Adam & Eve

Match the pictures below with the right names of 
God’s People. Draw lines to match them together.

We are all the work of your hands.
 —Isaiah 64:7

December 1

19

December 14
Rejoice always. 

—1 Thessalonians 5:16

Get Ready with Joy. The third week of Advent is a time we 
remember the joy of getting ready with God. When we look at Je-
sus, we see someone who loved his friends. We see someone who 
went to the homes of anyone who asked him. We see someone 
who took kids into his arms and blessed them.

When we think about getting ready for Christmas, we 
can put joy at the top of the list! Ask your family:

What gives us joy at Christmas? 
What gives joy to others at Christmas?

Ask your family to help you think of ways to keep joy 
in Christmas. Write your ideas on the calendar above.

Order Code 24-691 | 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜"
32 pages | 1-99, $.89 each | 100-
499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59 each



Order Code 08-691 | Booklet 4" x 6"
32 pages plus stickers Tree Card 8" tall

1-49, $1.29 each | 50-99, $.1.19 each | 100 + $1.09 each

Waiting for Christmas
Stickers and Scripture for Advent

Advent is a season about waiting. So each day of December as we wait for Christmas 
to draw near, it is good to remember the reason for this special season. This book of 

Scripture and stickers, along with the little tree that goes with it, is a special way for 
family to recognize the Advent season and count the days to Christmas. For each day 
in December a message and Scripture passage are read inviting the reader to put 

a sticker on their “Advent” tree. On Christmas Day the waiting 
will be finished and the “Advent” tree now transforms into a 
Christmas tree. Includes book, stickers and die-cut tree.
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Welcoming Jesus
An Advent Sticker Book

Help children enter into the mysteries of Jesus’ Advent in ev-
ery age: the Old Testament yearning for a messiah, the Gospel 
stories of Jesus’ birth, and the New Testament promises that 
Jesus will come to us again. Twenty-four colorful stickers mark 
the days of December, together with family-friendly prayers, 
scripture verses, stories and suggested activities. A fun Advent 
treat for children and the whole family to enjoy. Includes book, 
stickers and sticker card.

Order Code 20-645
Booklet 4" x 6" | 32 pages plus stickers

Sticker Card 8 ½" x 11"
1-49, $1.29 each | 50-99, $.1.19 each | 100 + $1.09 each

Here Comes Christmas!
An Activity Booklet for Advent

Christmas is such an amazing time that the Church gives us a 
whole month to get ready for it! Many parishes get ready each year 
by having a Christmas pageant. In this Advent book, children will 

find all kinds of games, puzzles, and brain 
teasers as they put together their 
own pageant for Christmas! They'll 
read about the first pageant we 
know from history, and find plenty 
of ideas from the Bible to get ready 
for Christmas.

An Advent Pageant Activity Book

Christmas!
Here Comes

9

The daybreak from on high will visit us.  
Luke 1:78

What songs can you sing in your play? Do you have a 
favorite Christmas carol?

Solution: And you, child, will be called prophet of the Most High,
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.

Here comes John’s father, Zechariah! 
When Mary and Elizabeth brought Jesus and John together, 
Zechariah was not there. He had not been able to talk for 
months. But when his son John was born,
Zechariah could talk again. And he 
sang out loud! Like the prophet 
Isaiah, he sang about the days to 
come.

Activity:
You can read part of his song 
below—but you need to find the 
letters that are missing on the mu-
sical notes coming from Zechariah’s 
mouth! Look at Luke 1:76 for clues.

December 6

Pageantat home!

13

Pageantat home!

All went to be enrolled, 
each to his own town. Luke 2:3

Here comes the journey! 
When it’s almost time for Jesus to be born, Mary and Joseph 
travel to the town of Bethlehem. When the parish pageant is 
ready to start, it might begin with a procession or parade of all 
the children in the play. 

Activity:
Can you help the children below find their way to the middle?

Where will you put on your paper cone puppet
pageant? Is there room for a parade at the start?

December 10

Order Code 16-685 | 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜"
32 pages | 1-99, $.89 each | 100-
499, $.75 each | 500 + $.59 each
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Advent Chain Activity Books
An Advent Chain is a way of counting the ways until Christmas...but these Advent Chains do more! In 
God is with Us each day a person, place or event is presented from the Nativity story. In Joy to the World, 
each day the reader learns about one of the many names of Jesus found in the Bible. All versions also 
include an activity, puzzle or a thought for the day plus a Bible verse that complements the theme of the 
day. Each day a strip of the page is trimmed to continue building the chain. 4" x 6" | 32 pages.

Joy
World
to the

An
Advent
Chain

Christmas Creche
Perfect for Advent or Christmas, this do-it-your-
self manger scene is easily cut and assembled 
in less than an hour. Printed on high quality, 
glossy card stock, this creche, once completed, 
features double sided characters that allow for 
a greater flexibility when placed around the 
manger background. A great way to keep Christ 
in your families thoughts this season.

Order Code 14-662
Three, 8 ½" x 11" card stock sheets
1-49, $.99 each | 50-99, $.89 each

100 + $.79 each

GOD
IS WITH US

AN ADVENT
CHAIN

Order Code 
18-623

Order Code 
16-687

Cost for either
Advent Chain:

1-99, $.89 each
100-499, $.75 each 

500 + $.59 each.

Holy Friends of Jesus
Saints for the Advent Season

“Saints” are persons who help us know how loving Jesus can change our 
lives. These men and women we remember during Advent were just like 
us, but when they learned about Jesus, they wanted to be like him. In this 
booklet, children are taught about the 15 saints that the Church typically 
celebrates during the Advent/Christmas season. A colorful illustration, brief 
biography and a thought starter question highlight each saint.

SAINtS of the 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON

HOLY FRIENDS OF

Jesus

Order Code 18-625 | 4"x 6" | 16 pages
1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each | 500 + $.44 each



From Heaven Above!

1. Who were the people in the Old
Testament who told the world that a 
Savior was coming? Hebrews 1:1-2

2. In what form did the prophet Isaiah
say that the savior would arrive?
Isaiah 11:6

3. Who was the woman God chose to 
carry his only Son, Jesus? Luke 2:19

4. Who came to tell Mary that she was 
going to be the mother of Jesus?
Luke 1:26-38

5. Who did Mary visit after hearing from 
the angel about Jesus? Luke 1:39-40

6. Who was Elizabeth’s husband?
Luke 1:5

7. Who was going to be born to
Elizabeth and Zechariah? Luke 1:62-63

8. What did John the Baptist tell the 
people to go and do? Matthew 3:3

9. Whom did God choose to be
the Father of Jesus? Luke 1:27

10. How did the angel come to tell
Joseph that Jesus was on the way?
Matthew 1:20-21

11. What town did Mary and Joseph
travel to? Luke 2:4

12. Why did Mary and Joseph have
to go to Bethlehem? Luke 2:1-3

13. Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph
come to rest in an inn? Luke 2:7

14. What was wrapped around the baby 
Jesus to keep him warm? Luke 2:7

15. Where did Mary lay Jesus when it
was time for him to sleep? Luke 2:7

16. Who did the angel appear to on that 
first Christmas? Luke 2:8-9

17. What kind of news did the angel
come to share? Luke 2:10-12

18. What did the shepherds see once
they heard the news about  Jesus?
Luke 2:13

19. Where did the shepherds go after
the angels left? Luke 2:15-16

20. When the shepherds arrived in
Bethlehem, who were the three people 
they saw? Luke 2:16

21. Who came from far away to see the 
Baby Jesus? Matthew 2:1-2

22. What helped the wise men know
which direction to go to find Jesus?
Matthew 2:2

23. What gifts did the wise men bring
with them on their trip to see Jesus?
Matthew 2:11

24. What is the gift that Jesus gives
that last forever? John 3:16

From Heaven Above! was illustrated by Ed Koehler.
© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press, St. Louis, MO (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 18-591

As Christmas approaches, let’s celebrate the good news that we are all saved through
the birth of God’s son, Jesus! Starting on December 1st read the question for the day below,

(the Bible verses will help you) then open the numbered window on the front to
find words and pictures inside that give you the answer.

Nativity Story Christmas Tree Ornaments
Learn the nativity story while decorating the Christmas tree! These colorful punch-out ornaments are 
printed on a thick glossy card stock and die-cut for easy removal. The individual parts of the Christmas 
story are printed on the backs. Sheet includes all six ornaments. Sold in multiples of 10 sheets.

Order Code 10-621 | Each Ornament is 3-1/4" in Diameter" | Die-Cut
10-100 sheets, $.35 per sheet | 110+ sheets $.25 per sheet

Follow the Star
Order Code 16-571

Limited Quantities!

From Heaven Above
Order Code 18-591

Joy to the World!

Joy to the World was written by Lee Harre with illustrations by Ed Koehler.
© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-511

1. Who were the people in the Old
Testament who told the world that a 
Savior was coming? Hebrews 1:1-2

2. In what form did the prophet Isaiah
say that the savior would arrive?
Isaiah 11:6

3. Who was the woman God chose to 
carry his only Son, Jesus? Luke 2:19

4. Who came to tell Mary that she was 
going to be the mother of Jesus?
Luke 1:26-38

5. Who did Mary visit after hearing from 
the angel about Jesus? Luke 1:39-40

6. Who was Elizabeth’s husband?
Luke 1:5

7. Who was going to be born to
Elizabeth and Zechariah? Luke 1:62-63

8. What did John the Baptist tell the 
people to go and do? Matthew 3:3

9. Whom did God choose to be
the Father of Jesus? Luke 1:27

10. How did the angel come to tell
Joseph that Jesus was on the way?
Matthew 1:20-21

11. What town did Mary and Joseph
travel to? Luke 2:4

12. Why did Mary and Joseph have
to go to Bethlehem? Luke 2:1-3

13. Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph
come to rest in an inn? Luke 2:7

14. What was wrapped around the baby 
Jesus to keep him warm? Luke 2:7

15. Where did Mary lay Jesus when it
was time for him to sleep? Luke 2:7

16. Who did the angel appear to on that 
first Christmas? Luke 2:8-9

17. What kind of news did the angel
come to share? Luke 2:10-12

18. What did the shepherds see once
they heard the news about  Jesus?
Luke 2:13

19. Where did the shepherds go after
the angels left? Luke 2:15-16

20. When the shepherds arrived in
Bethlehem, who were the three people 
they saw? Luke 2:16

21. Who came from far away to see the 
Baby Jesus? Matthew 2:1-2

22. What helped the wise men know
which direction to go to find Jesus?
Matthew 2:2

23. What gifts did the wise men bring
with them on their trip to see Jesus?
Matthew 2:11

24. What is the gift that Jesus gives
that last forever? John 3:16

As Christmas approaches, let’s celebrate the good news that we are all saved through
the birth of God’s son, Jesus! Starting on December 1st read the question for the day below,

(the Bible verses will help you) then open the numbered window on the front to
find words and pictures inside that give you the answer.

5
24

615

2210218

1311914

187112

923174

1631220

Joy to the World
Order Code 24-511
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Advent Window Calendars
Invite your children to actively participate in Advent 
anticipation. During each day of December children 
answer a bible or nativity based question and are 
then directed to open a window on the front that gives 
them the answer in both pictures and Scripture. 5 1/2" 
x 8 1/2" | See each calendar for order codes

1-49, $.99 each | 50-199, $.89 each | 200+, $.75 each

Advent/Christmas Prayer Table Tent
Help your children to pray during Advent with this 
unique 2-sided table tent. Featuring an age-appropriate 
Advent prayer on one side and a Christmas 
prayer on the back this table tent is perfect for 
the dinner table or child's night stand.

God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.

He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,

As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.

Amen.

Dear Jesus,
thank you for wanting to be with us

so much that you became a person like me.
Help me every day to know about you

so that I can be more like you were
and help others by my words and actions. Amen.

ADVENT

5
24

615

2210218

1311914

187112

923174

1631220

Dear Jesus,
At Christmas we celebrate the great gift you are.

With your birth we learn God’s wish
for all people to be loved.

You showed us how God wants us
to care for and love each person
no matter who they are. Amen.

CHRISTMAS

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. AllSaintsPress.com  22-475

Order Code 22-475
4" x 8"  (pre-scored to fold to 4" x 4")

1-49, $.37 ea. | 50-99, $.31 ea. | 100 + $.25 ea.

Prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of Jesus.
During the days of Advent read each number below and search for

and open the matching window on the front to learn more.

1. The Prophet Isaiah: Isaiah lived over 700 years before the birth of Jesus. Isaiah’s 
greatest prophecy was that of the birth of our savior, Jesus.

2. Caesar Augustus: Caesar Augustus was the Roman emperor who ordered each 
person to go to his own home town to be counted, thus causing Mary and Joseph 
to travel to Bethlehem.

3. The Angel Gabriel: The message of Jesus was so special that God sent Gabriel to 
deliver the news.

4. Zechariah: Zechariah was married to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth. The angel Gabriel 
appeared to Zechariah to tell him that his wife would soon be pregnant with a 
son.

5. Elizabeth: The son Elizabeth was carrying was to be named “John,” meaning “The 
Lord is Gracious”. John would grow up to be know as “John the Baptist,” the man 
who baptized Jesus.

6. Mary: Mary lived in Nazareth and was engaged to be married to Joseph. Little did 
she know at the time that God had great plans for her.

7. Joseph: An angel appeared to Joseph and told him to trust Mary. The angel said 
that Mary’s child should be named Jesus. Joseph did what the angel said and took 
Mary as his wife.

8. The Annunciation: This is when God sent the Angel Gabriel to Mary to tell her the 
news that she would be the mother of Jesus.

9. The Visitation: Mary was very surprised that Gabriel had told her she would have 
a baby. She went to see her cousin Elizabeth, who Gabriel said would also have 
a baby.

10. The Magnificat: Upon seeing her cousin Mary responded with this joyous prayer.

11. John the Baptist: John was the son promised by God to Elizabeth and Zechariah. 
When John grew up he told the people to prepare for the coming King.

12. Nazareth: Joseph and Mary lived in the town of Nazareth.

13. King David: David was the first great king in the nation of Israel. God promised 
that someone from David’s family (Jesus) would be king forever.

14. Bethlehem: This is the town where Jesus was born. Mary and Joseph were re-
quired to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem when Caesar required everyone to 
travel to their home town to be counted.

15. The Inn: Another name for a hotel is an “inn.” When Mary and Joseph got to 
Bethlehem, they needed to find a place to stay, but because of the crowds they 
were told that there was not any room for them.

16. Swaddling Cloths: Swaddling cloths were long strips of cloth which Mary 
wrapped around Jesus to keep him warm. It was the custom in those times to 
wrap a new born baby very tightly in these cloths.

17. Manger: Because there was no room in Bethlehem, Mary had to have her baby 
in the place where the animals were kept. The new baby Jesus was placed in a 
manger, or feeding box for animals.

18. Shepherds: On the night Jesus was born, there were many shepherds on the hills 
around Bethlehem watching over flocks of sheep.

19. Angels: On the night that Jesus was born, God sent an angel with a message for 
the shepherds that a very special person was being born. That person was Jesus.

20. Star of Bethlehem: A special thing happened when Jesus was born. A very bright 
star appeared in the sky to announce His birth.

21. Wise Men: After Jesus was born, Wise Men (The Magi) saw an unusual new star 
in the sky and using it as a guide came to look for Jesus. They knew that the star 
told of the birth of a special king.

22. Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh: The Wise Men brought gifts with them for the 
newborn Jesus. Gold is a gift for new royalty, Frankincense is a perfume and 
Myrrh is an anointing oil.

23. King Herod: Herod was the King of Judea at the time Jesus was born. Upon hear-
ing about Jesus’ birth Herod was very worried that this new king, Jesus, would 
take his power from him.

24. Jesus: Jesus is very special because He is God’s son. He taught people about God 
and about the way we should act to be closer to God—and to be our savior.

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM

Journey to Bethlehem was written by Lee Harre with illustrations by Anne Berry and Ed Koehler. © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-513
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Journey to Bethlehem  Order Code 24-513
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Follow the Star

1. What did the prophet Isaiah say that the Messiah would be called? Isaiah 7:14

2. In what city did the prophets say that Jesus was to be born? Micah 5:2

3. Who was the woman God chose to carry his only Son, Jesus? Luke 2:19

4. Whom did God send to tell Mary that she would be Jesus’ mother? Luke 1:26

5. Whom did God pick to be Jesus’ father? Luke 1:27

6. What happened to Joseph when he was sleeping one night? Matthew 1:20

7. What did the angel say that Joseph should name Mary’s Baby? Matthew 1:21

8. Who did Mary visit after she discovered she was pregnant? Luke 1:40

9. What did Elizabeth’s Baby do inside her when Mary arrived to visit? Luke 1:41

10. Elizabeth was also pregnant. Who was to be her child? Luke 1:63

11. Who was the leader of the Roman Empire at the time Jesus was born? Luke 2:1

12. For what reason did Mary and Joseph have to travel to Bethlehem? Luke 2:1

13. Why did Mary and Joseph have to spend a night in a stable? Luke 2:7

14. What happened in that Bethlehem stable that holy night? Luke 2:6

15. What did Mary wrap Jesus in to keep him warm? Luke 2:7

16. What did Jesus sleep in instead of a crib? Luke 2:12

17. Who were out in the fields the night Jesus was born? Luke 2:8

18. Who appeared to the shepherds on the night Jesus was born? Luke 2:9

19. What did the angels say Jesus would bring to the earth? Luke 2:14

20. Who came from afar to see the baby Jesus? Matthew 2:1

21. What led the Wise Men to Jesus? Matthew 2:2

22. What gifts did the Wise Men bring? Matthew 2:11

23. Jesus is called many names. What are some of them? Isaiah 9:6

24. What is the gift that Jesus gives that last forever? John 3:16

Follow the Star was written by Lee Harre with illustrations by Ed Koehler. © Copyright 2018 by All Saints Press
PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 16-571

As Christmas approaches, let’s “follow the star” to the good news that we are all saved
through the birth of God’s son, Jesus! Starting on December 1st, read the question

for the day below (the Bible verses will help you), then open the matching numbered
window on the front to find the answer!
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1631220



What is the Rosary?
A Rosary Window Card for Children

This window card invites children to learn the Mysteries 
of the Rosary in a unique way! For each of the 20 myster-
ies the reader is given a brief description and then invited 
to open a window revealing a compelling picture with the 
accompanying mystery text printed on the inside flap. A 
brief thought starter introduces the card and instructions 
to pray the rosary are also included as well.

What is the Rosary?

The five joyful mysteries tell us about Jesus’ birth and childhood. 
1. The Annunciation: Mary is told she will be Jesus’ mother (Luke 1:26-38)
2. The Visitation: Mary visits her pregnant cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56)
3. The Nativity: Jesus is born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-20)
4. The Presentation: Mary goes to the Temple to offer a gift to God  (Luke 2:22-38)
5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple when he is 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52)

The five luminous mysteries tell us about his life and work on earth. 
6. The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River (Matthew 3:13-17)
7. The Wedding at Cana where Jesus changes water to wine (John 2:1-12)
8. The Proclamation of the Kingdom: God’s Presence among us (Mark 1:15)
9. The Transfiguration: Jesus appears like he will be after the resurrection (Luke 9:28-36)
10. The First Eucharist: Jesus shares the Last Supper with the disciples (Matthew 26:26-29)

The five sorrowful mysteries tell us about his death. 
11. The Agony in the Garden: Jesus prays for strength in his suffering (Matthew 26:36-56)
12. The Scourging at the Pillar: Jesus is whipped (Matthew 27:20-26)
13. The Crowning with Thorns: Jesus has a thorny crown put on his head (Mat 27:27-30)
14. The Carrying of the Cross: Jesus carries his cross to the execution place (Mat 27:31-33)
15. The Crucifixion: Jesus dies nailed to a cross (Matthew 27:34-60)

The five glorious mysteries tell us about his new life with God—forever!
16. The Resurrection: God gives Jesus a new kind of life (John 20:1-18)
17. The Ascension: Jesus goes up to heaven to be with God (Acts 1:9-11)
18. The Descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles at Pentecost (John 20:19-23)
19. The Assumption of Mary: Mary is taken up to heaven when she dies (John 11:26)
20. The Crowning of Mary as Queen of heaven and earth (Philippians 2:1-11)

What is the Rosary? was written by Steve Mueller with illustrations by Larry Nolte. © Copyright 2014 by All Saints Press
PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 08-583

The rosary is a prayer that keeps our hands, mouths and minds busy. While our hands count 
off a bead each time we say the Our Father, the Hail Mary or Glory Be to the Father prayers, 
our minds can think about stories of the life of Jesus. We call these stories mysteries, not 
because they need to be solved, but because we can never understand them enough. For 
each mystery open the corresponding window on the front of the card.

To Pray the Rosary
• Begin the rosary at the crucifix by praying the Apostles’ Creed prayer.

• At the first large bead say the Our Father prayer, then for the three beads pray a Hail Mary 
prayer for each of the gifts of faith, hope, and love, then another Our Father prayer.

• For each mystery, begin with the Our Father prayer (the single bead), then recite the Hail 
Mary ten times, and end with Glory Be to the Father prayer.

4321
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20191817Order Code 08-583 | 5 1/2" x 8 1/2"
1-49, $.99 each | 50-199, $.89 each | 200+, $.75 each

Praying the Rosary
A Prayer Book for Young Catholics

This colorful booklet is just right for helping your child learn how 
to pray the rosary and so become a better friend to God and Je-

sus. After a brief introduction, the rosary prayers, 
and  20 mysteries from the lives of Jesus and 

Mary (with helpful Gospel citations 
to learn more), are colorfully listed 
and illustrated. The final pages are 
dedicated to learning how to pray 
the rosary with helpful instructions 
and a "how to" illustration.

Order Code 17-697
4"x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each 
500 + $.44 each

  Rosary
A Prayer Booklet for 

Young Catholics

 Praying
  the
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The Lord’s Prayer/Our Father 
(said holding the single large bead  

before each decade)

This is the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. It first re-
minds us of what we want to do for God (respect God 
and do what God wants), and then what we want 
God to do for us (give us what we need and forgive 
us when we fail). It shows the way we become better 
friends with God every day.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

11

Joyful Mysteries
The 5 Joyful Mysteries remember Jesus’ birth & childhood. 

1. The Annunciation
Mary is told she will be Jesus’ mother  

(Luke 1:26-38)

2. The Visitation
Mary visits her  

cousin Elizabeth 

 (Luke 1:39-56)

3. The Nativity
Jesus is born in Bethlehem  

(Luke 2:1-20)

4. The Presentation
Mary goes to the  

Temple to offer a 

gift to God  

(Luke 2:22-38)

 

5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple
 Jesus begins his work for God at 

age 12 (Luke 2:41-52)

Praying the Rosary
A Prayer Guide for Learning the Rosary 

This colorful guide contains illustrations to 
help guide children through the steps to pray 
the rosary, including all essential prayers 
and a list of the mysteries. Printed on heavy 
cardstock, this poster can be used as a com-
panion to the Praying the Rosary book above 
or works well as a stand-alone resource to 
assist children learning the rosary.

Order Code 17-696
8 ½" x 11" | 2-sided

1-49, $.49 each | 50-199, $.42 each 
200 + $.35 each

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, 
save us from the fires of hell; 

lead all souls to heaven, 
especially those who have  
most need of your mercy.

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, 
our life, our sweetness and our hope. 

To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 
to you we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 
Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy toward us; 
and after this, our exile, 

show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy  

of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray:

O God, whose only begotten Son, 
by his life, death, and resurrection, 

has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, 
grant, we beseech thee, 

that while meditating on these mysteries 
of the most holy rosary of the blessed Virgin Mary, 

we may imitate what they contain 
and obtain what they promise, 

through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sign of the Cross
(said to start the rosary prayer)

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
(said at first, holding the crucifix)

The Lord’s Prayer/Our Father 
(said holding the single large bead  

before each decade)

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

The Glory Be 
(said at the end of each decade,  

before the next Our Father)

The Fatima Prayer 
(said after the Glory Be at the end of each decade)

The Hail, Holy Queen  
(said after the final decade)

The Final Prayer   
(said after the Hail, Holy Queen

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The rosary can be said by yourself or with your family or a group at school or at church. If prayed with a group, someone 
usually acts as the prayer leader. In the following prayers, the leader prays the words in blue and everyone else responds with 
the rest of the prayer.

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with you; 

blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

The Hail Mary 
(said holding each of the 10 beads in the decade)

RosaryPraying the

Joyful Mysteries
Remembering Jesus’ birth 
& childhood. 
1.  The Annunciation
2.  The Visitation
3.  The Nativity
4.  The Presentation
5.  The Finding of Jesus  

in the Temple

Luminous Mysteries
Remembering Jesus’ work 
on earth. 
6.  The Baptism of Jesus
7.  The Wedding at Cana
8.  The Proclamation 
 of the Kingdom
9.  The Transfiguration 
10. The First Eucharist

Sorrowful Mysteries
Remembering Jesus’  
suffering & death

11.  The Agony in the Garden
12.  The Scourging at the Pillar
13.  The Crowning with Thorns
14.  The Carrying of the Cross
15.  The Crucifixion

Glorious Mysteries
Remembering the fulfillment 
of God’s saving plan.

16.  The Resurrection
17.  The Ascension
18.  The Descent 
 of the Holy Spirit
19.  The Assumption of Mary
20.  The Crowning of Mary

BEGIN with the
Sign of the Cross

The Apostles’ Creed

Our Father

3 Hail Marys

10 Hail Marys

10 Hail Marys

Glory Be

Glory Be

2nd Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

1st Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Glory Be

3rd Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Hail Holy Queen
& Final Prayer

10 Hail Marys

10 Hail Marys

END with the
Sign of the Cross

Glory Be

4th Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Glory Be

5th Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Glory Be

10 Hail Marys
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This easy-to-use booklet supple-
ments any first Eucharist preparation 
program that a parish offers. "Notes 
for the Parents" offer ideas for how to 
get the whole family involved in the 
First Eucharist process. 

Order Code 02-625
 4" x 6"  | 16 pages

1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54
500 + $.44 each

First Communion Prayer Card
This special First Communion prayer card features eucharis-
tic photo backed with a prayer for First Communion. Printed 
on a thick coated card stock, these oversized 4" x 6" cards 
are a great way to recognize this sacred event. 

Order Code 
17-885

4" x 6" | Sold in 
multiples of 25
25-200, $.17 

225-475, $.15 
500 + $.13 each

Each kit includes a hemmed 12" x 16½" 
white felt banner (including 1½ hem for 
hanging), six colors of felt (blue, purple, 
red, gold, beige and green), instructions, 
patterns, examples and a copy of the 
My First Eucharist booklet (shown 
below). Cutting will be required for let-
ters and symbols. Felt colors may vary 
slightly from those shown. Scissors and 
glue not included.

 Order Code 15-475 | $5.95 each

First Communion 
Banner Kit

Certificates are printed on 5½" x 8½" 14pt card stock (perfect 
size for scrapbooking). Additional certificates available on 
page 23. Order Code 22-751 | 5½" x 8½"  Certificate

1-9, $.39 each | 10-24, $.30 each | 25+ $.21 each

First Communion Certificate

My First
Eucharist

Sharing a Special Meal with Jesus

Kathy coffey

Great Value!
ONLY 

$5.95 each

© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  17-885

My Lord Jesus,
I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,

and I desire to receive
You into my soul.

I believe it because
you have said it

and I’m ready
to give my life

to maintain this truth.
Amen.

First Communion 
Prayer

CommunionFIRST HOLY

My First 
Eucharist Booklet
Sharing a Special Meal 

With Jesus

NEW!

CertifiCate of

received for the first time  
His Most Sacred Body and Blood in Holy Communion

 On the day of                                                ,

 Church

 Pastor

first Communion

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-751

“This is my body, which will be given for you; 
do this in memory of me.”    –Luke 22:19
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Spending Time with God
A Prayer Book for Children

This small, colorful booklet is just right for helping your child learn 
how to pray and so become a better friend to 

God and Jesus. It not only con-
tains important prayers every child 
should know, but also invites the 
child to learn how to make up his or 
her own prayers of praise, thanks, 
blessing, and responses to the sta-
tions of the cross. 

Order Code 14-661
4"x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each 
500 + $.44 each1

 A Prayer Book 
for CHILDREN

 Spending 

Godwith
Time

6

Prayers of Thanks
God likes to do things for us as any 
good friend would. When we start 
to notice the many ways that God 
is always helping us and giving us 
gifts, we must say “thank you.”

Our Most Important Prayers

THANKS BEFORE MEALS (GRACE)
Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts 
which we are about to receive from 

your goodness through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

THANKS AFTER MEALS
We give you thanks, generous God, 

for all your gifts which we have received 
from your goodness, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

MY THANK YOU PRAYER
Thank you, God (or Jesus, or the Holy Spirit), for 

(Say here whatever you are most thankful for right now—
your family and friends, a beautiful sunset, 

a good time with others, a good grade in school, 
a safe trip on your vacation, or any other thing 

that you recognize as God’s gift to you.)

I am always surprised at how much you love me 
and give me so many good things. Help me to notice 

your gifts and share them with others when I can.

11

Telling God We Are Sorry
ACT OF CONTRITION

In every friendship there are times when we say and 
do things that hurt others and make being friends 
hard. When this happens, we need to tell our friend 
we are sorry and promise not to hurt our friend again. 
An older word for being sorry is “contrition,” so our 
prayer is called an act of contrition. We can always use 
our own words to say we are sorry, but when we go to 
church and celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation 
with the priest, we can also say this prayer. 

• To do penance means to change 
 my bad behavior.

My God, I am sorry 
for my sins with all my heart. 

In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 

I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 

I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, to sin no more, 

and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 

suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 

Amen.
Prayers to Make the Day Holy

Did You 
Know ? 

Holy Cards for Children
Help your children learn their prayers! These prayer cards are reminders to children of some of the most 
beloved and essential Catholic prayers. These cards make a perfect handout throughout the year.

See Individual Order Codes 4" x 6" | Sold in multiples of 25
25-200, $.17 each | 225-475, $.15 each | 500 + $.13 each

Hail Mary, 
full of grace,

the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour 

of our death.
Amen.

Our Father, 
Who art in Heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name; 
ThyKingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

Amen.

© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  17-887

My God, I am sorry for  
my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong

and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you

whom I should love above 
all things. I firmly intend, 

with your help, to do  
penance, to sin no more,

and to avoid whatever leads 
me to sin. Our Savior Jesus 
Christ suffered and died 

for us. In his name,  
my God, have mercy.

Amen.

Act of 
Contrition

My God, I am sorry for  
my sins with all my heart.

© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 17-889

Glory Be 
to the Father,

and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning,
is now,

and ever shall be,
world without end.

Amen.

Order Code 22-831
(Apostles' Creed)

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  22-832

 I  I am the Lord your God: you shaLL  
  not have stranGe Gods before me.
 II you shaLL not take the name of 
  the Lord your God In vaIn.
 III  remember to keep hoLy the   
   Lord’s day.
 Iv honor your father and your   
  mother.
 v you shaLL not kILL.
 vI you shaLL not commIt aduLtery.
 vII you shaLL not steaL.
 vIII you shaLL not bear faLse wItness   
  aGaInst your neIGhbor.
 IX you shaLL not covet your    
  neIGhbor’s wIfe.
 X you shaLL not covet your    

neIGhbor’s Goods. 

The Ten 
Commandments

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  22-831

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,

the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again 

from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen

Order Code 17-887
(Contrition)

Order Code 17-889
(Glory Be)

Order Code 22-832
(Ten Commandments)

Order Code 15-845
(Our Father)

Order Code 15-844
(Hail Mary)
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Everyday

A Catholic Prayer 
Companion

P R AY E R S

Everyday Prayers
A Catholic Prayer Companion

Available in English and Spanish 
versions, this booklet contains 
the most familiar and often used 
Catholic prayers. Not only are 
there the Essential Prayers and 
Prayers to Mary, but also includ-
ed are prayers to use through the 
day and for various occasions. 
This booklet is perfect for help-
ing children learn these beloved 
prayers but also helpful for adult 
and family use. A great parish 
gift!

English Order Code 07-310
Spanish Order Code 10-349

AVAILABLE

IN
SPANISH

& ENGLISH

1

Understanding

Steve Mueller

Massthe

Praying the Rosary was written and edited by Steve Mueller.
© 2018 All Saints Press AllSaintsPress.com.  16-191

JOYFUL MYSTERIES
1. The Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) 

2. The Visitation (Luke 1:39-56) 
3. The Nativity: (Luke 2:1-20) 

4. The Presentation (Luke 2:22-38) 
5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52) 

LUMINOUS MYSTERIES 
6. The Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) 

7. The Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12) 
8. The Proclamation of the Kingdom (Mark 1:15) 

9. The Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36) 
10. The First Eucharist (Matthew 26:26-29) 

SORROWFUL MYSTERIES 
11. The Agony in the Garden (Matthew 26:36-56) 
12. The Scourging at the Pillar (Matthew 27:20-26) 

13. The Crowning with Thorns (Mat 27:27-30) 
14. The Carrying of the Cross (Mat 27:31-33) 

15. The Crucifixion (Matthew 27:34-60) 

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
16. The Resurrection (John 20:1-18) 

17. The Ascension (Acts 1:9-11) 
18. The Descent of the Holy Spirit (John 20:19-23) 

19. The Assumption of Mary (John 11:25-26) 
20. Coronation of the Virgin (2 Cor 5:1-2)

1 2

4. Say the Glory Be.

6. For each of the 10 beads of 
the decade, say a Hail Mary.

7. Say the Glory Be.

8. Continue through all five 
decades. End with Hail, Holy Queen, 

followed by the Final Dialogue & 
Prayer and the Sign of the Cross.

3 4

5

1

2

] 3 4

5

7

6

1. Make the Sign of the Cross. 
say the Apostles’ Creed.

6

2. On the first bead, say 
an Our Father.

3. On each of the next 
three beads, say one 
Hail Mary.

5. For each of the five decades 
(set of 10 beads), announce the 
Mystery then say the Our Father.

7 8

8

Mysteries of the Rosary

How to Pray the Rosary

PRAYING THE
ROSARY

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS  (said to begin the prayer and recall God’s presence)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED (said at first, holding the crucifix)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Vir-
gin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead.I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER/OUR FATHER (said before each decade)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy king-
dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. Amen

HAIL MARY (said holding each of the 10 beads in the decade)
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the 
hour of our death. Amen.

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER (said at the end of each decade)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with-
out end. Amen.

THE FATIMA PRAYER (said after the Glory Be at the end of each decade)
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell; 
lead all souls to heaven, especially those who have most need of 
your mercy. Amen.

HAIL, HOLY QUEEN  (said after the final decade)
Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and 
our hope. To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to 
you we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley 
of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy 
toward us; and after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed 
fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin 
Mary. Amen.

FINAL DIALOGUE & PRAYER (said after the Hail, Holy Queen)
O God, whose only begotten Son, by his life, death, and resur-
rection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, grant, 
we beseech thee, that while meditating on these mysteries of the 
most holy rosary of the blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate 
what they contain and obtain what they promise, through the 
same Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Pocket Reference

Prayers of the Rosary

Praying the Rosary
A Way into the Heart

of the Gospel
This colorful illustrated book-
let is the perfect companion 
for those learning to pray the 
rosary, especially those in the 
RCIA. After a brief history of 
rosary prayers, it explains the 
familiar Marian rosary and 
identifies the 20 mysteries 
from the lives of Jesus and 

Mary (with helpful Gospel citations to learn more) to pon-
der as one says the prayers and keeps track on his or her 
beads. Order Code 16-327

Praying the Rosary: A 
Pocket Reference

Contains the essential information for 
praying the rosary. Includes essential 
prayers, mysteries 
and an easy "how 
to" guide all printed 
on a reusable card. 

Order Code 16-191
 3 1/2" x 8 1/2"

Sold in multiples of 50
50-200, $.19 each

250-450, $.16 each
500 + $.13 each

Understanding
the Mass

This little booklet is intended to 
help parishioners grow in their 
understanding and appreciation 
of our eucharistic ritual so that 
they might participate more “ful-
ly, consciously, and actively” as 
Vatican Council II instructed. It 
provides an overview and an ex-
planation of each of the parts of 
the Mass. It is not only a practi-
cal refresher for all parishioners, 
but is especially helpful for RCIA 
candidates, catechism groups 
and First Communicants learn-
ing about the Mass.

Order Code 16-325

Companion to Praying the Rosary Booklet!

A Way into the Heart of the Gospel

Rosary

praying 
the
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1

The Life
& Legacy of
a Saint for 
Our Time

Saint 
Mother

Teresa
of Calcutta

St. Mother Teresa
The Life of a Saint

for Our Time
In 1997, one of the most 
widely-admired persons of 
the twentieth century, known 
to all as Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta returned home to God. 
This engaging booklet offers 
a look at Mother Teresa's 
origins and life-work focused 
on the poor, becoming world 
famous as an example of lov-
ing service and ultimately her 
path to sainthood.

Order Code 12-364

PRICE FOR BOOKLETS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each | 500 + $.44 each



Understanding
Jesus

Jesus is the most notable per-
son who ever lived. Christians 
believe that he was not only a 
real historical person who lived, 
suffered and died two centuries 
ago but also that he shared in 
God’s divine being in a unique 
way. This booklet offers readers 
a brief summary of who Jesus 
was and what he did that helps 
us understand how important 
He is for us as Christians. A prac-
tical guide for all parishioners, 
RCIA participants and study 
groups.  Order Code 19-386

Understanding 
Prayer

Prayer is our attempt to main-
tain and deepen our relationship 
with God. Since every relation-
ship depends on communication 
to keep alive, so our relationship 
with God needs time set aside 
to celebrate God’s presence in 
us. This booklet is intended to 
encourage readers to grow in 
their ongoing relationship with 
God through prayer. It provides 
and overview of prayer in the 
Bible, in the Church’s liturgy and 
sacraments, and in our personal 
lives. Order Code 19-387

Steve Mueller

Prayer
UNDERSTANDING

Steve Mueller

Jesus
UNDERSTANDING

SAints
UNDERSTANDING THE

Steve Mueller

Understanding
the Saints

For centuries, the understand-
ing of "Saints" identified those 
whom the Church had declared 
as exemplary honored Chris-
tians. But after Vatican II the 
Church recognized that through 
baptism, each of us were called 
to be holy so we are all meant 
to be saints. This booklet helps 
readers to recognize the call of 
all Christians to holiness and 
provides an overview of how the 
Church has officially recognized 
certain Christians as examples 
of "holy lives." Order Code 19-388
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PRICE FOR THE BOOKLETS ABOVE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.64 each | 100-499, $.54 each | 500 + $.44 each

Reflexiones del Adviento del 
PAPA FRANCISCO, LA MADRE TERESA 

Y HENRI NOUWEN

Esperen
Señoral

Written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. 
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-269

DOMINGO LUNES MARTES MIÉRCOLES JUEVES VIERNES SÁBADO 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
The Lord Is Coming! 

Be more alert 
to God’s 

surprising 
presence in 
your life.

Matthew 24:42

Come and Cure Us, 
Jesus! 

Ask Jesus to 
heal us in mind 

and body.

Matthew 8:5-7

Change Our Hearts, 
Holy Spirit! 

Ask God’s Holy 
Spirit to

transform us. 

Isaiah 11:2-3

Call on God
and Be Saved! 

If we grow in 
trust, God will 
give us new life. 

Romans 10:9-13

God is My Light and 
Salvation

Open our eyes 
to God’s

presence around 
us today.

Psalm 27:1

God Will Answer Us

When we cry 
out to God, we 
know God will 
be there for us.

Isaiah 30:19-20 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Christ Saves

Everyone

Welcome
others today as 
Christ would 

welcome them.

Romans 15:7

God Will Come to 
Save Us

God wants to 
dwell with us and 
make us whole.

Psalm 85:9-10

The Good Shepherd 
Will Find Us

Though we feel 
lost, Jesus always 

finds us.

Matthew 18:12-14

Jesus Will Help Us

When we feel 
burdened, Jesus 
helps us carry 

our load.

Matthew 11:28-30

Say “Yes”
as Mary Did

Let God be
born now and 

live in us.

Luke 1:38

Lead Us to Yourself, 
O God

Let us follow 
more closely 
God’s ways 

today.
Isaiah 48:17

Give Us New Life

Let us turn
from our sinful 

ways and let 
God heal us.

Psalm 80:18-19

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Be Strong,
Fear Not! 

Look for ways 
to calm your-
self and others 

today.

Isaiah 35:4

Proclaim God’s
Greatness!

Let us tell
someone today 

what God 
means to us.

Luke 1:46-47

Bless the Lord, 
Always!

Let us express 
today how much 

we love God.

Psalm 34:2-3

Turn to God
and Be Safe 

Let us ask God 
to keep us from 

danger and 
harm.

Isaiah 45:22-23

God’s Love Will
Never Leave Us 

God has
promised to be 
with us always.

Isaiah 54:10

God’s Justice
Is At Hand

God comes to 
set our world 
right and end 

evil.

Isaiah 56:1-2

God Defends
the Poor 

Let us do
something today 
to help someone 

in need.

Psalm 72:3-4

18 19 20

God Is in Your Midst   

Spend extra 
silent time today 

with God in 
prayer. 

You Are My Hope,
O God!  

Jesus’ birth 
reminds us that 

God is really 
with us.

Put Away Your Sins

Let us repair 
relationships 
to prepare for 

Christmas.

Trust in God Forever 

God is our
constant
guardian,

keeping us from 
harm.

Isaiah 26:4

San Andrés 

21

Watch, for God
Is Near

God now draws 
near to us in a 

special way.

Zephaniah 3:17 Psalm 71:5 Psalm 24:3-4 Psalm 33:20-21

Noviembre

Inmaculada Concepción 

22 23

Let Us Give Thanks

God has done 
great things for 
us because God 

loves us.

Reveal Yourself,
O God!

God’s ways are 
made plain so 
we can have 

new life.

Luke 1:48-49 Psalm 25:8-10

Diciembre San Francisco Javier

San Ambrosio St. Juan Diego

Santa Lucy

 San Pedro Canisio San Juan de Kanty 24

Blessed Be
the Lord! 

God has come 
to set us free 

and be with us.

Luke 1:68-71

San Nicolás 

San Juan de la Cruz

 Navidad 

Jesus becomes like us so we may become like him.

25

Isaiah 9:6-7

2022

A Child Is Born for Us 

Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe

2022 Advent Calendar
See Page 6 for description

Order Code 24-269
1

Oraciones

Compañero para la 
Oración Católica 

D I A R I A S

Everyday Prayers
A Catholic Prayer 

Companion
Order Code 10-349 

See Page 19 for description

Watch for the Lord
Advent Reflections from
Pope Francis, Mother Te-
resa & Henri J.M. Nouwen

Order Code 16-329
See Page 3 for description

Spanish Language Resources
Alimentemos

Nuestra Esperanza

Papa Francisco • Thomas Merton
La Madre Teresa  • Henri Nouwen

Reflexiones Diarias 
de Adviento 

Nourishing Our Hope
Advent Reflections from
Pope Francis, St. Mother 

Teresa,
Henri J.M. Nouwen
& Thomas Merton

Order Code 22-319 
See Page 2 for description

NEW!

More Spanish Resources:
• Prayer Cards (pages 21-22)

• Devotional Booklets (pages 2-3)
• Our Lady of Guadalupe (page 10)

• Contrition Keytag (page 11)
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A Prayer for
Thanksgiving

O God of all creation,
Giver of all good gifts,
You bless our lives 
with your generous love,
By giving us once more 
the fruit of the fields,
our family and friends,
our faith, our work, 
and our lives together.
We thank you for these gifts,
and ask that you help us
to imitate your goodness,
to share our blessings 
with those who are in need.

Amen.

© Copyright 2020 by All Saints Press, PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119.
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  20-861

Give Thanks
TO THE LORD

for he is good

Advent

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com
Painting of Annunciation of Fano by Pietro Perugino.  22-813

O Mary, give us a heart
as beautiful, pure,

and spotless as yours.
A heart like yours

so full of love and humility.
May we be able to receive Jesus

as the bread of life,
to love him as you loved him,

to serve him under
the mistreated face of the poor.

We ask this through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

My Lord and my God,
take from me everything

that distances me from you.
My Lord and my God,

give me everything
that brings me closer to you.

My Lord and my God,
detach me from myself

to give my all to you. Amen.
—St. Nicholas of Flüe

Advent

© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press.
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-852

Lord Jesus,
Master of both the light

and the darkness,
send your Holy Spirit upon

our preparations for Christmas.
We who have so much to do

seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day.
We who are anxious over many things

look forward to your coming among us.
We who are blessed in so many ways

long for the complete joy of your kingdom.
We whose hearts are heavy seek

the joy of your presence.
We are your people,
walking in darkness,
yet seeking the light.

To you we say,
“Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen.

 —Henri Nouwen

Advent
Prepare the Way

of the Lord

Order Code 20-861
(Thanksgiving)

Order Code 24-852
(Advent)

4" x 6" | Sold in multiples of 25 | 25-200, $.17 each | 225-475, $.15 each | 500 + $.13 each

Order Code 22-813
(Advent)

NEW!

NEW! NEW!

Thanksgiving

O God of all creation,
Giver of all good gifts,

You bless our lives 
with your generous love,
By giving us once more 
the fruit of the fields,

our family and friends,
our faith, our work, 

and our lives together.
We thank you for these gifts,

and ask that you help us
to imitate your goodness,

to share our blessings 
with those who are in need.

Amen.

© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  24-851

The earth has
yielded its harvest,

for God has blessed us.
—Psalm 67

Give

TO THE LORD
for he is good

Thanks

Order Code 24-851
(Thanksgiving)

Advent

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press.
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 22-812

“Just as those who see the light 
are illuminated by the light 

and share its brilliance, 
so those who see God 

are in God 
and share God’s splendor.”

––St. Gregory the Great

“Enlighten the darkness 
of my heart.

Give me right faith, 
sure hope and perfect charity.
Fill me with understanding

and knowledge,
That I may fulfill your commands.”

—St. Francis of Assisi

“What is more precious
than to be in the hand of God?

God is Life and Light,
and those who are

in God’s hands
are life and light.”

—St. John of Damascus

light
The true

which enlightens 
everyone,

was coming
into the world.

—John 1:9

Order Code 22-812
(Advent)

Advent

© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com
Painting of The Annunciation by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo.  24-853

O Mary, give us a heart
as beautiful, pure,

and spotless as yours.
A heart like yours

so full of love and humility.
May we be able to receive Jesus

as the bread of life,
to love him as you loved him,

to serve him under
the mistreated face of the poor.

We ask this through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Order Code 24-853
Order Code 24-863 (Spanish)

(Advent)

AVAILABLE

IN BOTH 

ENGLISH & 

SPANISH
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A Prayer for the

Christmas Season

© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  24-856

Loving Father, 
Help us remember the birth of Jesus,

that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.

Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 

which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be thy children,

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

—Robert Louis Stevenson

© Copyright 2020 by All Saints Press, (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com
Painting of Nativity by Hans Memling. 20-864

CHRISTMAS
The grace which was revealed in our world 

is Jesus. He has entered our history;
he has shared our journey. He came to free 

us from darkness and to grant us light.
In him was revealed the grace, the mercy, 

and the tender love of the Father.
—Pope Francis

He was created of a mother
whom He created.

He was carried by hands
that He formed.

He cried in the manger
in wordless infancy,

He the Word, without whom
all human eloquence is mute.

—St. Augustine of Hippo

We consider Christmas as the encounter,
the great encounter,

the historical encounter,
the decisive encounter,

between God and mankind.
He who has faith knows this truly;

let him rejoice. —Pope Paul VI

CHRISTMAS

© Copyright 2018 by All Saints Press, (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com
Painting of The Nativity by Jacob van Utrecht. 16-856

The grace which was revealed in our world 
is Jesus. He has entered our history;

he has shared our journey. He came to free 
us from darkness and to grant us light.

In him was revealed the grace, the mercy, 
and the tender love of the Father.

—Pope Francis

He was created of a mother
whom He created.

He was carried by hands
that He formed.

He cried in the manger
in wordless infancy,

He the Word, without whom
all human eloquence is mute.

—St. Augustine of Hippo

We consider Christmas as the encounter,
the great encounter,

the historical encounter,
the decisive encounter,

between God and mankind.
He who has faith knows this truly;

let him rejoice. —Pope Paul VI

Order Code 20-864
(Christmas)

Order Code 24-856
(Advent/Christmas)

Christmas

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press
Painting of The Nativity by Gerard David (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  22-815

Moved by the joy of the gift,
little Child of Bethlehem,
we ask that your crying

may shake us from our indifference
and open our eyes

to those who are suffering.
May your tenderness
awaken our sensitivity
and recognize our call
to see you in all those

who arrive in our cities,
in our histories,

in our lives.
May your tenderness

persuade us to feel our call
to be agents of the hope

of our people. Amen
—Pope Francis

AVAILABLE

IN BOTH 

ENGLISH & 

SPANISH

AVAILABLE

IN BOTH 

ENGLISH & 

SPANISH

Order Code 22-815
Order Code 22-825 (Spanish)

(Christmas) Great for families!

4" x 6" | Sold in multiples of 25 | 25-200, $.17 each | 225-475, $.15 each | 500 + $.13 each

Christmas

© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com
Painting of Madonna and Child by Master of the Scandicci Lamentation. 24-854

Let your goodness, Lord, appear to us,
that we, made in your image,

conform ourselves to it.
In our own strength

we cannot imitate your majesty,
power and wonder;

nor is it fitting for us to try.
But your mercy

reaches from the heavens,
through the clouds,
to the earth below.

You have come to us
as a small child,

but you have brought us
the greatest of all gifts,
the gift of eternal love.

Caress us with your tiny hands,
embrace us with your tiny arms,

and pierce our hearts
with your soft, sweet cries. Amen.

—St. Bernard of Clairvaux

NEW!

Order Code 24-854
(Christmas)

A Prayer for
Christmas

© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press, (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com
Painting of Nativity by Philippe de Champaigne. 24-855

Child of Bethlehem, grant that 
we may share with all our hearts 

in this profound mystery of Christmas, 
Put into our hearts this peace for 

which we sometimes seek so desperately 
and which you alone can give us. 
Help us know one another better, 

and live as brothers and sisters, 
children of the same Father. 

Reveal to us also 
your beauty, holiness and purity. 

Awaken in our hearts love and gratitude 
for your infinite goodness. 

Join us all together in your love, 
and give us your heavenly peace. Amen

—Pope St. John XXIII

AVAILABLE

IN BOTH 

ENGLISH & 

SPANISH

Order Code 24-855
Order Code 24-865 (Spanish)

(Christmas)

Order Code 16-856
Order Code 16-866 (Spanish)

(Christmas)

NEW!

NEW!



	
23AllSaintsPress.com	 More Prayer Cards & Certificates

Certificates are printed on 5½" x 8½" 14pt card stock
(perfect size for scrapbooking).

1-9, $.39 each 10-24, $.30 each | 25+ $.21 each
See each certificate for individual order codes.

CertifiCate of

received for the first time  
His Most Sacred Body and Blood in Holy Communion

 On the day of                                                ,

 Church

 Pastor

first Communion

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-751

“This is my body, which will be given for you; 
do this in memory of me.”    –Luke 22:19

received for the first time  
His Most Sacred Body and Blood  

in Holy Communion

Date

Church

Pastor

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-752

CertifiCate of

first Communion

“This is my body, which will be given for you; 
do this in memory of me.”

                                                   –Luke 22:19

CertifiCate of

Celebrated for the first time 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation

 On the day of         ,

 Church

 Pastor

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-755

reConCiliation

“ I am the good shepherd, I know mine and mine know me.
        –John 10:14

Order Code 22-751 (First Communion)

Order Code 22-755 (First Reconcilliation) Order Code 22-752
(First Communion)

Certificates

Order Code 22-757
(Confirmation)

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful; 
and kindle in them the fire of your love.

 On the                            day of                                           ,

 Church

 By

was sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit 
and was

Confirmed
in faith in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

CertifiCate of

Confirmation

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-757

Order Code 18-829
(St. Nicholas) for Kids & Families

Order Code 20-867
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Order Code 02-829
Contrition

Order Code 16-859
Immaculate Conception

Order Code 24-857
Christ the King

Order Code 22-817
Family Advent/Christmas

Order Code 24-858
Holy Family

Order Code 22-818
Immaculate Conception

Additional cards are available for viewing
(including the prayers) at our website:

AllSaintsPress.com

4" x 6" | Sold in 
multiples of 25

25-200, $.17 each | 225-475, $.15 each
 500 + $.13 each

NEW!NEW!



All Saints Press will gladly invoice parishes that have their orders billed and shipped to the church or rectory. MasterCard and Visa 
are also accepted. All orders are shipped either same day or next working day if possible. If you supply us with an email address 
we will be able to send you information concerning the status of your order. Most orders (but not all) will be shipped via FedEx 
Ground Service and require a street address. Orders are based on weight and will only be charged for the actual FedEx shipping 
charge. NO HANDLING FEES ARE ADDED. If you place your order and we find a less expensive way to ship it, those savings will be 
passed on to you. Please call with any questions at (800) 923-8618. If a representative is not available, please leave us a message 
and we will return your call as soon as possible or email us at info@AllSaintsPress.com. Alaska and Hawaii customers please 
call our 800 number to place your orders.

THERE ARE FOUR WAYS TO PLACE YOUR ORDER:

BILL & SHIP TO NAME:

ATTENTION:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:			                      STATE:	                      ZIP:

PHONE:			                         EMAIL:

DESCRIPTION CODE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL

• Call: (800) 923-8618 weekdays 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)
• Visit our website: AllSaintsPress.com
• Fax your order: (888) 549-3835
• Mail your order: All Saints Press, PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119

Important Ordering Information

Order Form

NO CREDIT CARD 
NEEDED! We will 
gladly bill you for 
your order. 24 

hour shipping & no 
handling charges!

	
24 Words of Grace	 800.923.8618

Words of Grace is a quarterly booklet of Daily Reflections & Prayers for 
Catholics that connects the daily Scripture readings from the Mass 
with the treasury of wisdom found in the Church’s rich spiritual tradi-
tion. Besides offering a brief daily reflection related to the Mass read-
ings and a thought provoking prayer starter question, this handy and 
easy-to-use booklet also offers a variety of other engaging features: 

RACE
Words of

Daily Reflections & G
Prayers for Catholics

October hNovember hDecember 2022

• Bible Background • On This Day • Catholic Talk
• Food for Thought

Perfect for parishes and prayer groups this handy, 100 page, 4" x 6" 
booklet can be purchased on either a quarterly or continuing basis for 
surprisingly affordable prices.

10-49 copies, $.83 each | 50-199 copies, $.73 each
200-499 copies, $.63 each | 500+ copies, $.53 each

Quarterly
Price

Order Code 44-901 for the October-December 2022 issue.


